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Our social media feeds were flooded last week with the 
story of Ahmed Mohamed, a 
14-year-old student in Irving, 
Texas. Mohamed was wrongfully 
detained by police following the 
discovery of a clock teachers 
thought resembled a bomb. He 
has since received an outpouring 
of support, including numerous 
celebrities speaking out on his 
behalf and even an invitation to 
the White House from President 
Obama. 
Colour and race are 
prevalent in this case. 
Islamophobia is, unfortunately, 
an irrational anxiety pushed 
by fearmongers everywhere. 
Muslim boy in a school with a 
device that has numbers on it? 
Must be a bomb. Mohamed was 
handcuffed, interrogated, and 
eventually freed, but one has to 
wonder how on earth any of this 
was allowed to happen.
According to reports, the 
alarm clock went off during one 
of Mohamed’s classes, leading 
to its discovery by a teacher 
who was unaware of his clock 
and to Mohamed’s subsequent 
detention. The “bomb” had 
already gone off—its greatest 
threat, alerting any and all in the 
vicinity that it was a certain time 
of day, was spent. Why were 
officers called? Why wasn’t the 
school evacuated? Why wasn’t 
the bomb squad called? This was 
a serious bomb threat, wasn’t 
it? Instead, everyone dawdled 
around, scaring the living 
daylights out of some innocent 
kid, waiting for the usual dose 
of an unnecessary show of police 
force—in this case, handcuffs.
Critical thinking requires 
an examination from either 
side. However, I feel the need 
to preface my words. I don’t 
condone any of the actions 
taken by either the school or 
the police in this matter. The 
relevant authorities were wholly 
and completely in the wrong. 
Regardless of any other aspect or 
detail, such treatment of a Grade 
9 student who obviously wasn’t a 
danger to anyone, is completely 
inappropriate and inexcusable.
An affinity for tinkering 
with tech is not a hobby 
that even a minority of the 
population is capable of. We 
can assume that Mohamed is a 
bright, aware young man. But his 
intelligence is one of the main 
reasons some red flags can be 
raised.
An alarm clock most 
definitely needs something 
to contain it, but why choose 
something so easily associated 
(thanks, Hollywood) with an 
explosive device? The case 
already selected though, and 
the aforementioned constant 
possibility of Islamophobia being 
a common and strong fear, why 
was Mohamed allowed to take 
it to school? The issue is raised 
again when the first teacher 
Mohamed showed the alarm to 
supposedly told him not to show 
it to other teachers—a wise piece 
of advice. However, the clock 
goes off during another class and 
the rest is history.
But why have the clock go 
off? Especially having been 
told by a teacher who was 
clearly on friendlier terms with 
Mohamed, wouldn’t it make 
sense to deactivate, or at least 
mute the device? In addition to 
this, Mohamed mentions in an 
interview that he didn’t lock the 
box, instead using a simple cable 
so it wouldn’t seem “suspicious.” 
It’s his use of the word suspicious 
that truly throws me. It implies 
that he was fully aware of how 
his invention could be construed 
and was trying to make it less so. 
One can further infer that due to 
this knowledge, he has a decent 
understanding of Islamophobia 
and the spotlight upon himself 
because of it. 
None of it quite checks out 
for me. Though all the extreme 
right wing stories about how he 
probably didn’t build the clock 
and such are irrelevant. The 
kid’s backstory works: he’s made 
gadgets for friends as presents. 
He knows his stuff. My issue is 
that he’s too smart and too aware 
to allow himself to fall into an 
easily avoidable situation. All of 
this leads to the possibility that 
this was planned.
And it may not have been 
only Mohamed’s own doing. 
Despite the temporary fallout, in 
North America’s simultaneously 
racially oversensitive and 
insensitive culture, it wouldn’t 
be difficult to see how the event 
could play out. There would be 
the initial overreaction to the 
discovery, an equal overreaction 
from the police, and then the 
endless social media backlash 
for all involved authorities as 
the victim is praised to the high 
heavens. 
Going along with this for 
a moment, what would be the 
motive? For one, personal fame 
is instant. The Twitter account 
@IStandWithAhmed has 
over 100,000 followers. Mark 
Zuckerberg and innumerable 
others are behind him. Microsoft 
even sent the kid a ton of their 
products. If he ever wants to do 
something entrepreneurial, or 
anything for that matter, he’s 
already got his own brand.
But perhaps the issue was 
bigger than that. Personal fame 
aside, maybe Mohamed just 
wanted to draw attention to 
Islamophobia. Irrational fears 
are only ever stopped when it 
becomes popular opinion to 
be opposed to them. Having a 
young student be handcuffed 
for bringing a clock to school? 
Pretty ridiculous. Very difficult 
to support that action. Being 
an Islamophobe after that is 
definitely contrary to popular 
opinion.
Much food for thought here, 
whether you’re a right winger, 
left winger, or just a sensible 
thinker.
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  BC introduces new teaching curriculum for public schools
 Star power, the elderly, and the economy
 New campaign aims to better educate 
      students on consent laws
And more!News
This issue:Have an idea for a story? Let us know! 
Contact: Mercedes Deutscher, News Editor
                       news@theotherpress.ca
#ImVoting
The Canadian Federation of Students (CFS) launched a 
campaign at Douglas College on 
September 15 that will encour-
age young adults to register to 
vote in the October 19 federal 
election. This campaign, accom-
panied by a hashtag of the same 
name, goes by #ImVoting.
The goals of the campaign 
are to both empower the youth 
vote, as well as to break the 
stigma that young adults do not 
vote and do not make an impact 
in the political environment.
This campaign will be tak-
ing place until the election date, 
and will be involved at several 
BC post-secondary campuses, 
including Vancouver Communi-
ty College and Emily Carr.
The CFS hopes that #Im-
Voting will ultimately receive 
ten thousand or more pledges 
from post-secondary students 
to go and vote, which students 
can do at ThisTimeWeDecide.ca. 
The CFS is encouraging young 
voters to share their stories and 
reasons they’re voting on social 
media using the hashtags #Im-
Voting, #elxn24, and #cfsbc.
Field schools
There are two returning 
field schools that are seeking 
students who would like to 
study abroad for a condensed 
semester. 
In Winter 2016, the Philip-
pines Field School will begin, 
where students can earn nine 
third-year business credits with 
no prerequisites required. The 
three courses in the program 
will have students taking four 
weeks of classes in January, 
before departing for Manila at 
the end of the month. Students 
will take another three weeks of 
classes in the Philippines, and 
may choose to either travel af-
ter or return home. The overall 
program costs are an estimated 
$2400, and applications are 
open until November 13.
The information session 
for this field school has already 
passed, but those who are inter-
ested may contact Eugene Dy or 
Anish Bania from the Faculty of 
Business.
The Wales Field School 
will be returning for Summer 
2016, where students can earn 
nine first-year credits in Crim-
inology, Creative Writing, and 
English. The first four weeks 
of classes will be held at Doug-
las College during May before 
students travel to Wales to 
complete their classes over the 
remaining three weeks. The 
program costs $4000, and ap-
plications are open until March 
4, 2016. There will be upcoming 
information sessions, one at the 
New Westminster Campus on 
September 23 at 3 p.m. in Room 
2203, as well as one at the David 
Lam Campus on September 25 
at 3 p.m. in Room B2090.
It’s only September, but big changes are already 
happening within the BC 
education system. Earlier in 
the month, Education Minister 
Mike Bernier announced during 
a press release that the BC 
government will be kicking 
off a new curriculum with a 
three-year transition. The new 
program is optional for this 
year but is expected to be fully 
integrated for Grades K–9 by 
September 2016, with a draft for 
Grades 10–12 expected to pass 
shortly after. 
The reason behind the 
curriculum change is explained 
by the minister to Global: 
“Today’s students need the right 
skills to succeed in tomorrow’s 
world.” The new curriculum will 
continue to enforce learning 
basics such as reading, writing, 
and basic arithmetic, but will 
focus more on collaboration, 
communication skills, and 
critical thinking skills. The 
minister cited the need to better 
prepare students for college, 
university, and the workforce 
as the main reason behind 
the decisions made with the 
curriculum change. 
  The curriculum, which is 
assumed to have more relaxed 
standards, is said to be designed 
to allow students to learn 
about the core subjects while 
doing projects and integrating 
their own interests into their 
learning. 
The new curriculum also 
includes a renewed emphasis 
on environmental sciences. 
In a generation where the 
world is beginning to see the 
environmental outcome of years 
of wasting, it is imperative that 
the younger generation learn 
more about conserving the world 
we live in. The new science 
section of the curriculum 
also focuses on integrating 
Aboriginal connections and 
cultural perspectives. The goal 
is to provide students with a 
respect for the natural world. 
As another, broader feature, 
the new curriculum aims to 
better integrate Aboriginal 
perspectives and culture in 
all grade school levels. This 
includes teaching the history 
and legacy of the residential 
school system. The new 
curriculum also aims to add new 
content regarding the historical 
experience of East and South 
Asian immigrants and their 
journey over to Canada.
The changes are a stark 
contrast to 2014. At this time 
last year, public school teachers 
were in a five-week strike 
against the government which 
ultimately ended with both sides 
agreeing on a six-year contract.
Bernier continued his talks 
of the future in a comment to 
Global by assuring parents: 
“This is an opportunity for us 
as a province to make sure, 
no matter how, your child […] 
is going to get the skills to be 
successful in the future.” 
Jim Iker, president of the BC 
Teachers’ Federation, confirmed 
with member of the media 
that teachers were included in 
all aspects of the curriculum 
development, and they are 
supportive of the changes. He 
did stress, however, that some 
teachers are concerned with the 
additional costs in funding that 
the new curriculum is bound to 
bring. 
To this, Bernier reassured 
all teachers that curriculum 
has been long in the works and 
has been worked on by more 
than 100 teachers and education 
experts to ensure the creation of 
a flexible learning curriculum. 
He also confirmed that regular 
report cards with letter grades 
assessing students will remain 
an integral part of the new 
curriculum.
 New curriculum set to be introduced this school year
BC introduces new teaching 
curriculum for public schools
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
 Happenings from Douglas College
Voting initiatives and field schools
Davie Wong
Columnist
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Canada’s leading three candidates continued their 
campaigns in week seven of 
the election, and tensions are 
rising as the final month of 
campaigning begins.
This past week of the 
election drew some interest 
from Canadian celebrities. 
Donald Sutherland, who was 
in attendance at the Toronto 
International Film Festival, was 
asked by CBC who he would vote 
for in the coming election if he 
were eligible to vote.
“Tom Mulcair. NDP,” 
Sutherland responded. “We 
should be making peace. We 
should be offering hope and help. 
We should be taking in refugees. 
Change the government.”
The earlier days of this week 
were mainly utilized by the party 
leaders to discuss plans and 
initiatives that would involve 
the elderly, a population that 
are traditionally more likely to 
vote. The elderly population has 
become increasingly important 
to influence since it now includes 
five million baby boomers. 
Liberal leader Justin Trudeau 
promised greater funding 
to the Canada Pension Plan. 
Meanwhile, NDP leader Thomas 
Mulcair spoke of devoting 
$400 million of funding to 
supplement the incomes of the 
over 600,000 impoverished 
seniors. Both parties wish to 
bring the minimum age of 
collecting the Old Age Security 
Benefit back down to 65 after 
the Conservative Party began 
planning to raise it to 67 back in 
2012.
The Conservative strategy 
for the elderly population 
involves initiatives brought up 
with the pre-existing 2014–15 
budget. One of said initiatives 
will allow Canadians to 
contribute twice as much as they 
formerly were allowed into their 
tax-free saving accounts, as well 
as a $2,000 tax credit that will 
be available in 2017 for single 
pensioners.
On September 17, the Globe 
and Mail hosted the second 
debate for the election campaign. 
The debate was focused on the 
economy and did not involve 
Green Party Leader Elizabeth 
May, although May provided 
commentary and responses on 
Twitter. Topics of concern in 
this debate involved housing 
inflation, greenhouse gases, and 
immigration policies.
Stephen Harper took a 
position that involved balanced 
budgets and low tax cuts, in 
addition to signing more free-
trade agreements. Mulcair 
said that the NDP economic 
plan includes investing in 
manufacturing by reducing taxes 
for small- and medium-sized 
businesses. Trudeau explained 
that the Liberal party would 
invest in transportation and 
water infrastructure, as well as 
increasing employment, through 
the use of a three year deficit.  
It is yet to be seen which 
party will emerge the most 
victorious out of the debate, due 
to conflicting choices over who 
won and little change to the polls 
from the previous week.
Star power, 
the elderly, 
and the economy
Owners of dirty cars and brown lawns can rejoice 
as the strict water restrictions 
that had been placed on Metro 
Vancouver have been eased. 
As of September 10, the 
Greater Vancouver region 
has downgraded their water 
restrictions from Stage 3 to 
Stage 2. This comes as a relief 
to many Vancouverites, as the 
sight of dust-covered vehicles 
and fields of dead grass had 
become a common sight over 
the course of the restriction. 
The list of restrictions on uses 
for water have been revised, 
including car washing; both the 
private and commercial cleaning 
of driveways, sidewalks, and 
parkades; as well as lawn 
sprinkling. The washing of 
motored vehicles is allowed once 
again, so long as car owners 
have a spring-loaded nozzle 
on their hose. However, water 
should only be used for health 
and safety reasons. Using water 
unreasonably or for aesthetic 
purposes is still restricted, 
meaning that powering public 
and commercial fountains is 
prohibited.
This is the first time the 
restriction has been lowered 
since it was upgraded to Stage 3 
on July 21. Heavy rain in the past 
weeks, as well as more predicted 
rain, has prompted the city to 
lower the sanction on water 
usage. It marks the beginning 
of the end to a long summer 
of drought and forest fires 
along the interior of BC, with 
temperatures averaging in the 
high 20s for the Lower Mainland 
throughout the months of July 
and August.
While the sun was a positive 
experience for beachgoers 
and tourists, it had a negative 
impact upon businesses that 
rely heavily on water, such as 
window cleaning companies 
and landscapers. When asked 
by Global News some companies 
who specialize in installing 
lawns reported as much as a 70 
per cent drop in workload.
Nicholas Brand, the 
founder of Men in Kilts Window 
Cleaning, told CBC that “We’ve 
had to lay off most of [our] staff. 
We’ve got two trucks running 
on a daily basis, and they’re only 
about half booked right now, 
where normally we’d probably 
be running five trucks and 
pretty much the whole month 
would be booked in advance.”
These companies are hoping 
to recover their losses now that 
the water restrictions have been 
eased. However, for some, the 
damage has already been done, 
with many companies reporting 
that they’ve had to lay off more 
than half of their staff.
Beyond the city, the drought 
caused insurmountable amounts 
of damage to the interior of 
BC, as wildfires consumed 
thousands of hectares of trees 
and vegetation. The fires 
devastated small communities, 
and forced hundreds of 
civilians to leave their homes 
and belongings behind as they 
were evacuated to safer cities. 
Firefighters are hoping that the 
humid weather in the upcoming 
weeks will help put the wildfires 
to an end, so that families 
may begin returning to their 
communities and rebuilding.
 Vancouverites begin to reflect and recover from the dry summer
Water restrictions lightened as 
drought comes to an end
 A recap of week seven of the 2015 Canadian Federal Election
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Davie Wong
Columnist
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UBC is hoping to create a safer environment 
involving consent, all beginning 
with better education.
The new plan involves 
four different goals: to educate 
first-year students on how to 
distinguish consent from a 
lack of consent, to train staff 
and faculty on how to respond 
should someone come and 
ask them for help involving 
sexual assault, to involve the 
community in fostering care 
and respect for their peers, and 
to better educate the population 
on the implications of rape 
culture.
“Consent is more than no 
means no,” Janet Mee, the UBC 
Director of Access and Diversity 
explained to CBC. “It’s maybe 
means no. It’s I am under the 
influence of drugs and alcohol 
means I can’t give consent. 
It’s I am hesitating in any way 
means I can’t give consent.” 
Mee further explains that 
only one-third of Canadians 
understand what it truly means 
to consent. In addition, Mee 
says that the first eight weeks of 
classes, especially for first-year 
students, are when students face 
a greater risk of being sexually 
assaulted.
The campaign uses a poster 
with emojis as a resource, where 
different emojis show different 
states and responses to the 
suggestion of sex. The poster 
explains that consent is only 
approved when someone says 
“yes” without being coerced, 
while other situations, such 
as a lack of response or being 
intoxicated, means that consent 
is not given. It is also implied 
that consent should be viewed 
on a case-to-case basis, and that 
just because someone says yes 
once doesn’t mean it will always 
be a yes.
American sex educator 
and YouTube personality Laci 
Green will be visiting UBC 
on September 28 to give a 
presentation called “Best Sex 
Ever!” that will further elaborate 
on the concept of consent.
Meanwhile, the Alma 
Matter Society at UBC is further 
encouraging a safer campus 
environment by creating a 
Sexual Assault Response Team 
(SART). The SART aims to 
support victims of sexual assault 
and to respond to reports; SART 
is not exclusive to UBC, as such 
teams are forming on campuses 
across Canada.
“SARTs ensure that 
survivors of sexualized violence 
are supported to make the 
right decisions for them and to 
respond in the way that they 
see fit,” said AMS VP Academic 
Jenna Omassi to the Ubyssey. 
“The focus of the institution 
right now and the university is 
to really create that dialogue 
piece right now to start the 
conversation and to push 
forward education—and then 
step two is response.”
 UBC takes on campaign as an effort to further protect students
New campaign aims to better educate 
students on consent laws
Fentanyl, a synthetic opiate narcotic known for being 
50– 100 times more toxic than 
morphine, is on the rise in 
Vancouver.
Ac cording to a recent 
bulletin by the Cana dian 
Community Epidemiology 
Network  on Drug Use, fentanyl-
related deaths have increased 
almost sevenfold in the province, 
going from 13 deaths in 2012 to 90 
in 2014.
On August 9, there were 16 
sus pected overdoses, including 
six deaths, in a one-hour period.
Derived from the poppy 
plant, fentanyl is a cousin of 
heroin, and is typically pre-
scribed by doctors in patch 
form for pain relief in cancer 
patients. Illicitly, fentanyl is often 
found mixed with other drugs 
that come in liquid or pill form 
such as heroin, oxycodone, and 
cocaine.
“Pills or powders containing 
illicitly-manufactured fentanyl 
are especially dan gerous, because 
there is no quality control 
or regulated manufacturing 
process,” said Tiffany Akins, 
media representative for 
Vancouver Coastal Health. 
“These drugs may contain toxic 
contaminants or have dif ferent 
levels of fentanyl in each batch. 
Even pills produced in the same 
batch may have little to lethal 
levels of fentanyl.”
Some people may not even 
realize that they are taking 
fentanyl if they are recre ational 
drug users, because it has been 
laced in other drugs.
“It’s not so much hidden, 
it’s that the il licit drugs that 
people are experiencing neg-
ative consequences from are 
drugs that are manufactured 
by organized crime, so they 
may be what we call illicit or 
fake oxycodone, and in the 
manufacturing of that oxycodone 
fentanyl is put in there,” added 
Cpl. Richard De Jong from North 
Vancouver RCMP.
According to De Jong, people 
have also died after overdosing 
by extracting the drug from 
patches and smoking it. “In that 
case, you have two problems—
you have the fen tanyl that is 
extracted and used in the phar-
maceutical grade of it, and you 
also have fen tanyl [that] is now 
showing up in the illicit drug 
production,” he said.
Without a prescription from 
a doctor, it is impossible for a 
person to know their tolerance, 
and first-time drug users are at 
a much higher risk of overdose 
if they take fentanyl. Although 
users may not be seek ing 
fentanyl, there is no way to know 
for sure if their drugs are pure or 
not.
De Jong speculated on the 
recent rise of fentanyl: “When 
pharmaceutical companies made 
it harder to make OxyContin 
avail able, fentanyl became the 
substitute, if you will,” he said. 
“The unfortunate thing is that it 
is much stronger and people die 
quite quickly from it.”
Overdose signs include 
severe fatigue, trouble breathing, 
clammy skin, slow heart beat, 
and trouble walking or talking. 
There is no way to test drugs for 
fentanyl outside of a lab. Atkins 
added that a user can’t smell it, 
taste it or see it, but if drugs are 
mixed with fentanyl it may be 
lethal. The only sure way to avoid 
the drug is to abstain from buy-
ing illegal opiates.
 Deaths increase in Vancouver due to drug
Fentanyl, an opiate on the rise
Katherine Gillard 
The Capilano Courier
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
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Ahmed Mohamed, 14, received a three-day 
suspension from MacArthur 
High School in Irving, Texas, 
for bringing a homemade clock 
to class after an English teacher 
reported the teen’s invention as 
“suspicious in nature” to local 
authorities. Although Mohamed 
was arrested and interrogated 
at a juvenile centre by Irving 
Police, he was released to his 
parents later that evening with 
no charges filed.
Following the report of 
a possible suspicious device 
in the school, school officials 
questioned Mohamed about 
the nature of his invention 
and the reason he brought it; 
during the entire questioning 
period, he maintained that 
what he brought to school was 
nothing more than a homemade 
clock. Speaking to the press, 
Irving Police Chief Larry Boyd 
confirmed to the Dallas Morning 
News that the device was indeed 
of no threat, calling the whole 
fiasco a “naïve accident.”
“We live in an age where 
you can’t take things like that 
to school,” Boyd added. “Of 
course we’ve seen across our 
country horrific things happen, 
so we have to err on the side of 
caution.”
Upon being asked about 
whether Mohamed’s Muslim 
name and upbringing may 
have played a role in the arrest, 
Chief Boyd described to BBC 
the “outstanding relationship” 
Irving Police have with the 
local Muslim community. He 
also stated his intent to speak 
to members of the Muslim 
community, among them 
Ahmed’s father, Mohamed 
Elhassan Mohamed. A 30-year 
resident of the US, Mohamed’s 
father said to the Dallas 
Morning News that the scene of 
his son being arrested in front 
of his peers was “not America.”
When the news was 
widely spread on the internet, 
the vast majority of social 
media rallied behind him 
in solidarity, beginning the 
hashtag #IStandWithAhmed, 
support which was welcomed 
by the Mohamed family. Among 
the more prolific supporters 
were Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerburg and President 
Barack Obama, who extended 
an invitation to the White 
House to both Mohamed 
and his “cool clock.” As well, 
Mohamed has been invited 
to speak at next month’s 
“Astronomy Night,” alongside 
NASA scientists and astronauts.
“We should inspire more 
kids like you to like science,” 
Obama tweeted. “It’s what 
makes America great.”
Mohamed, whose father 
describes him as a “very smart, 
brilliant kid”, has stated his 
overall displeasure with his 
high school, and will highly 
reconsider his enrolment after 
the end of his suspension.
“I’m thinking about 
transferring from MacArthur 
to any other school,” Mohamed 
told the Dallas Morning News.
On September 14, midday, an Amber Alert was issued in 
Alberta, BC, Saskatchewan, and 
Montana after Hailey Dunbar-
Blanchette, 2, was discovered 
missing from her father’s home 
in southwestern Alberta.
RCMP arrived at Terry 
Blanchette’s residence that day 
at 11 a.m. after a family member 
called them after arriving at 
the residence. The body of 
Blanchette, 27, was discovered 
on scene, but his daughter 
was absent. After receiving 
statements from neighbours and 
family, the RCMP found out that 
a white van had sped away from 
the property at 3:30 a.m. that 
morning.
Later that day, Derek 
Saretzky, 22, was detained by 
police for questioning.
The Amber Alert stayed 
in place for 32 hours while 
the RCMP continued their 
search, until it ceased at 9 p.m. 
on September 15. At 10 p.m. 
the same night, the RCMP 
announced in a press conference 
that they had discovered the 
remains of Dunbar-Blanchette.
Saretzky was arrested 
the following morning on two 
charges of first-degree murder, 
as well as one count of indignity 
to a body. The accused had 
had previous altercations with 
authorities before, the most 
recent being a breaking-and-
entering charge in August. In 
2012 and 2013, Saretzky had 
been charged with theft and 
stolen property charges.
Shortly after Saretzky’s 
arrest, Cheyenne Dunbar, 
Dunbar-Blanchette’s mother, 
spoke to the media. 
“She was my baby; I don’t 
know why anybody would do 
this to her,” Dunbar woefully 
told CBC. “I’m going to miss 
absolutely everything. I’m going 
to miss her smile, the way she 
ran around saying ‘Mommy’—
everything.”
Dunbar and Blanchette 
were separated, but shared 
custody of their daughter on 
a bi-weekly basis. Dunbar was 
preparing for her daughter’s 
arrival when she heard that 
her daughter was missing via 
Facebook. Dunbar described 
her relationship with Blanchette 
as a civil one, where they both 
maintained good contact and 
shared photos of their daughter 
with each other.
“Terry was an awesome 
father,” she said to CBC. “He 
did everything he could for that 
little girl.”
Dunbar had previously 
been friends with Saretzky, 
the accused, although she says 
that they haven’t talked to each 
other in three years. Dunbar 
maintains that her relationship 
to Saretzky was never romantic, 
but strictly platonic. Saretzky 
was also acquainted with 
Blanchette.
Canadians held vigils 
across the country in tribute 
of Dunbar-Blanchette and her 
father, and a Facebook group, 
“In Memory of Hailey Dunbar-
Blanchette,” emerged to allow 
Canadians to plan vigils and 
show their support for the 
families of the deceased. A 
public memorial was held for 
the father and daughter in 
Calgary on September 19.
 Alberta father and daughter found slain; suspect in custody
Amber Alert ends in tragedy
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Texas teen arrested after bringing 
homemade clock to school
 No charges will be filed in ‘hoax bomb’ case
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
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 Clock and dagger on the Paddlewheeler
 Comic Corner: Blending light and dark
 New ‘Maze’ movie blazes own trail
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                       arts@theotherpress.ca
Known to most film crews as Hollywood North, 
Vancouver has had its fair share 
of production crews from across 
the border arrive in herds to film 
their blockbuster hits. The city 
has portrayed India, Moscow, and 
Seattle in Mission Impossible: 
Ghost Protocol, and been the 
backdrop for multiple TV shows 
such as Arrow, The 100, Once 
Upon a Time, and The Flash. 
Vancouver makes up 60 per cent 
of all TV and media productions 
in Canada and injects almost 
$2 billion into the BC economy 
every year. With an abundance 
of mountains, urban areas, and 
forests, our city, undeniably 
one of the best places on Earth, 
provides versatility for any 
director. Despite this, Vancouver 
has rarely been given the chance 
to be the star of any major hit.
Perhaps the reason why is 
because our city is hopelessly 
ubiquitous. The sheer similarity 
of our architecture makes Seattle 
our easiest disguise. Without a 
notable signature that proclaims 
Vancouver as an individual, 
editors and set decorators can 
build upon what is missing. 
Placing American flags, USA 
Today stands, and new signs in 
front of buildings is the simplest 
way to trick the audience into 
thinking they are in another city.
Earlier this year, Fifty 
Shades of Grey was filmed in 
Vancouver but was alternately 
set in Vancouver, Washington—
notably one of the most ironic 
film productions our side of 
the border has seen. Obviously, 
Vancouver is still waiting to 
receive the recognition it deserves 
in the film and TV industry. 
This topic of concern 
was brought to light by Tony 
Zhou, the co-writer of the 
viral “Vancouver Never Plays 
Itself” YouTube video. As a 
self-proclaimed filmmaker and 
freelance editor in San Francisco, 
he shares his analysis of 
Vancouver’s potential. He finishes 
his video essay by saying: “I think 
it’s time we made a real push to 
create new images of ourselves. 
Because honestly, it’s our city. 
Who else is gonna do it?”
Now the obvious question 
comes into play: what can we do 
to make our city valued on the big 
screen?
Recently, I stumbled 
upon a website, “Re-Imagine 
Downtown Vancouver,” at 
ReimagineDowntown.com. The 
website encourages contributors 
to freely share their opinions of 
how they want Vancouver to look, 
taste, and feel 25 years from now. 
Clearly, in order for any change to 
happen, the voices of the people 
have to be heard.
To leave this discussion on a 
thought-provoking note, Bing 
Thom, a Canadian architect 
and urban designer, describes 
Vancouver as an adolescent that 
doesn’t realize it’s growing up 
nor what it wants to be when it 
gets there. But it’s growing up 
fast, according to Thom, and if 
we don’t decide how it grows up, 
other people will.
 North America’s third biggest film city hardly gets its name in movies
Vancouver is a city by any other 
name in Hollywood
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Aaron Guillen
Contributor
It’s a murder mystery with a steampunk twist! Times Past 
Entertainment is bringing their 
much loved Steampunk Murder 
Mystery to New Westminster for 
the first time on September 27, 
hosting it onboard the Vancouver 
Paddlewheeler docked in 
Westminster Quay.
The event includes an 
original murder mystery play 
based around a ragtag group 
of mechanically inclined 
adventurers who enact the 
crime in which one of them is 
unceremoniously done in. But 
pay attention, as it is up to the 
guests to help solve the case. 
One lucky witness who correctly 
guesses who the murderer is will 
go home with a prize package.
The concept was developed 
by Christina Carr and her 
husband Martin Hunger, an 
actor and a prop designer who 
started Times Past Entertainment 
in order to showcase their 
talents. They assembled a 
cast of likeminded actors to 
play reoccurring characters, 
performing their shows at 
various venues around the Lower 
Mainland and selling-out shows 
at the last two Emerald City 
Comic Cons. 
When asked why they take 
on such a unique venture, Carr 
said: “We’re actors who have 
gotten together to create our 
own employment. We’re all 
unique, and it’s a little harder 
to get mainstream employment 
when you’re unique. We like 
steampunk, and wanted 
something to do with the 
characters, and no one had done 
it yet.”
But why go with a steampunk 
theme rather than the traditional 
turn-of-the-century period that 
most murder mystery plays take 
place in, like Agatha Christie’s 
The Mousetrap?
“It’s gadget-y. You can build 
and create and express. It has so 
many layers that it keeps things 
interesting,” she said.
And build, they do. From 
weapons and props made from 
everyday materials to a fully 
mobile robotic dog, the props 
built for these shows are unique 
and fascinating.
Carr writes the script from 
scratch for each show a few weeks 
ahead of time, workshopping it 
with her actors only a few times.
“You want it to be fresh 
and new. It keeps it interesting 
and appealing, and a lot harder 
to pinpoint who did it. Each 
character has an established 
personality, and that’s a challenge 
that keeps it interesting for me,” 
she said.
The evening Steampunk 
Murder Mystery cruise 
takes place on September 
27 at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$35 and available online at 
VancouverPaddlewheeler.com.
For more information about 
Times Past Entertainment, 
check out the group’s website at 
TimesPastEnt.com
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
 illustrator
@theotherpress.ca
 Steampunk Murder Mystery on New Westminster Paddlewheeler
Clock and dagger on the Paddlewheeler
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Word Vancouver is back with another five days 
full of passion for prose. This 
year, there are many events for 
young poets to explore, including 
poetry readings, a book launch, 
a chapbook workshop, and an 
open mic night.
Kicking off the week’s events 
on September 23 is the launch 
party for The Revolving City: 51 
Poems and the Stories Behind 
Them at the SFU Harbour Centre 
starting at 5:45 p.m. The event 
will feature readings by six 
poets—Joanne Arnott, George 
Bowering, Daphne Marlatt, 
George Stanley, Fred Wah, and 
Betsy Warland—as well as book 
signings and a reception.
Next is Twisted Poets 
Literary Salon’s featured readings 
and open mic session at The 
Cottage Bistro starting at 7 p.m. 
on September 24. Poets Kate 
Braid and Elizabeth Bachinsky, a 
Douglas College creative writing 
instructor, will be reading their 
individual works, followed by the 
open mic session.
“Expect to be a little bit 
jiggled, a little bit shaken, a 
little bit entertained. But mostly 
expect to have your world a tad 
displaced,” Braid said. “Poetry 
asks you to see freshly. Trick is 
that, to see that way, you have 
to leave your cynical, everyday, 
jaded, and skeptical self at the 
door.”
Word Vancouver’s main 
festival day will take place at 
the Vancouver Public Library’s 
central branch on September 
27. In the transit bus parked 
outside the library, there will 
be a collection of readings and 
presentations as part of Poetry 
on the Bus, featuring a variety of 
poets each taking their turn to 
present listeners with a taste of 
their work.
Four of the poets from the 
Revolving City will be on the bus 
to read their poems and discuss 
their works starting at 11:30 a.m. 
Readings will be performed 
by Daniela Elza, Mercedes 
Eng, Mariner Janes, and Cecily 
Nicholson of New Westminster.
Also appearing on the bus 
will be poet Amber Dawn, a 
Douglas College creative writing 
instructor, who will be reading 
her poetry at 1:45 p.m.
“I’ll be reading from my 
newest book, a collection of glosa 
form poetry called Where the 
Words End and my Body Begins. 
The glosa is a 15th century 
Spanish form, and I’ll be briefly 
introducing how the form works, 
then speaking a bit to my own 
feminist interpretation of the 
form,” she said. “In my book, 
there are quite a few poems about 
Vancouver that I believe will 
work well at Word Vancouver.”
Another set of readings 
taking place on the bus—one 
unlike any other at Word 
Vancouver—is from the Dead 
Poets Reading Series, a bi-
monthly event that takes place 
at the VPL’s Alice MacKay Room. 
Starting at 4:30 p.m., Evelyn 
Lau, Sandy Shreve, and Fiona 
Tinwei Lam will each read four 
to five poems from their favourite 
deceased poets: John Updike, 
P.K. Page, and Maya Angelou, 
respectively.
“Our readers are tasked with 
honouring and bringing to life 
the work of someone else, which 
means they can’t rest on the 
quality of the writing itself: they 
didn’t write it, so the only added 
value they bring is in the quality 
of their reading,” said Rob Taylor, 
the organizer for the Dead Poets 
Reading Series who will be 
hosting the Word Vancouver set 
of readings.
He discovered the DPRS in 
his early 20s when he attended 
the series’ first event in 2007. 
Founded by David Zieroth, a 
now-retired English instructor 
at Douglas College, under the 
original title The Night of the 
Dead Poets, the readings took 
place in a bookstore on the North 
Shore.
“I was four years from my 
first book, and had no formal 
training in poetry. Eight years 
later, I’m co-running the series 
and have a book and a couple 
more on the way,” Taylor said, 
recalling how the series has 
influenced his career. “I point to 
the Dead Poets Reading Series 
as one of the great sources of my 
education as a poet. A number of 
things made the DPRS vital for 
me as a young poet, and I believe 
they still hold true today.”
Taylor suggested young 
poets attend readings such as 
the DPRS because it provides 
an education in the history of 
poetry, and teaches novice poets 
how to deliver a reading.
“No self-promotion, no 
money changing hands, just a 
group of people getting together 
to celebrate that someone out 
there at some point in time 
wrote something beautiful, 
or challenging, or both, and 
decided to share it with the 
world. And here we are sharing 
and sharing it again, hopefully 
feeling our lives enriched a little 
more with each reading. What 
more could you dream of as a 
poet?” he said.
Dawn agrees that attending 
literary events and readings are 
a great opportunity for young 
poets and students to discover 
the real world of writing.
“Poetry is like a language. To 
truly be fluent in poetry, poets 
must immerse themselves in it. 
Attending live poetry readings 
is a critical part of becoming a 
poet,” she said. “Word Vancouver 
is an opportunity to see what the 
larger literary community looks 
like outside of the classroom.”
On September 27 at 4 
p.m., poet Kevin Spenst will be 
hosting a one-hour workshop on 
chapbook making in the VPL’s 
Alice MacKay Room. Participants 
will be given writing prompts to 
create new poetry, offered some 
editing strategies to refine their 
work, and then each provided 
a single piece of paper to make 
their own poetry chapbook.
Outside of the VPL on 
Homer Street at 4 p.m., five of 
the Revolving City poets will be 
present to discuss their ideas 
on the poetic process. Jordan 
Abel, Rahat Kurd, and Jacqueline 
Turner will be speaking while 
Wayde Compton and Renée 
Sarojini Saklikar will moderate 
the presentation.
Word Vancouver will run from 
September 23 to 27, with a variety 
of readings, discussions, and 
workshops for writers of all ages 
and genres.
 Word Vancouver offers poetry readings, discussions, and workshops
Participate in a poet’s paradise
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
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Admittedly I was a little scared to pick up this 
series. Mostly because, on the 
surface, the Cloak and Dagger 
series looks like just another 
babe-meets-brawn dynamic 
duo. However, I found that 
the shallow impression that I 
initially had was swayed almost 
entirely by the time I had 
finished the first single issue. 
On the island of Utopia, 
which has become a safe 
haven for mutants, Dagger 
has aspirations of joining the 
X-Men. Her partner, Cloak, 
seems to have different concerns. 
Neither he nor Dagger is a 
mutant, instead having received 
their powers through an illegal 
drug. In an effort to come to 
terms with his new reality, 
Cloak backpedals, attempting 
to reclaim aspects of his old 
life. Nothing is ever so simple 
though. Cloak and Dagger’s 
relationship is necessary for both 
to maintain their control over 
their powers.
Written by Stuart Moore, 
the plot blends emotion and 
action almost perfectly. There 
is clear sexual tension between 
the two main characters, yet 
their reluctance to be together 
in a romantic way due to the 
necessity of them maintaining 
a symbiotic relationship seems 
well developed and perfectly 
natural.
My only gripe is Dagger’s 
fully acquiescent nature. 
Hopefully as the story progresses 
and the characters develop, 
overcoming this trait will 
become part of her character arc, 
but as it is now, one can’t be sure.
Art-wise, this comic is good, 
but not great. It features a very 
cartoony aesthetic, but also has 
some high detail. Normally, the 
panels appear well planned and 
clean, but there are times when 
things can get confusing. This is 
common with quite a few minor 
Marvel titles, because they tend 
to feature art created by a group 
as opposed to one lead artist.
I liked this title, and I would 
recommend it to anyone looking 
for an action-orientated yet 
dramatic read.
 ‘Cloak and Dagger #1’ review
Comic Corner: Blending light and dark
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle
@theotherpress.ca
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Despite varying wildly in quality and sophistication, 
music is arguably the most 
universally enjoyed area of the 
arts. Some people think movies 
are a waste of time while others 
can’t sit still long enough to read 
a novel. But you’ll find it near 
impossible to find someone who 
doesn’t listen to music. Music 
serves all kinds of purposes 
to each and every person. 
The purpose music should be 
serving in this first month back 
is pumping you up for class and 
helping you focus your brain on 
your study notes. If you take your 
music on the go, consider putting 
these songs on your schoolin’ 
playlist.
“Don’t Stop Me Now” by Queen
This Freddie Mercury-
penned single is THE best feel-
good, hard rock song of all time. 
The chorus alone (Don’t stop 
me now/’Cause I’m having such 
a good time/I’m having a ball) 
pretty much sums up the pump-
up power of this song. You won’t 
even have to request that people 
don’t impede you because you’ll 
be unstoppable. If you’ve seen 
Shaun of the Dead, this song 
might be a less ideal choice; you’ll 
be thinking of nothing but the 
famous scene in the bar instead of 
your group project.
“Bawitdaba” by Kid Rock
While Kid Rock may not be a 
great example of motivation, the 
catchy-but-unintelligible chorus 
and the chunky guitar riffs in this 
song are sure to motivate you. 
Another positive about this nu-
metal number? If you slack off 
in your classes, Kid Rock—who 
pretty much declares himself the 
King of all Trailer Parks—can be a 
sobering look into the future you 
may live if you don’t get on track.
“Holding Out for a Hero” by 
Bonnie Tyler
There aren’t many things 
more motivating than imagining 
someone attractive, like Bonnie 
Tyler in her prime, yearning for a 
man (you) with heroic qualities. 
Except instead of slaying dragons 
or saving the president, you’re 
impressing your love interest with 
your essay writing skills.
“Push it to the Limit” by Paul 
Engemann
Despite the cheese factor of 
many soundtracks of the ’80s, 
most of them were incredibly 
upbeat and fast-paced, including 
gangster movie Scarface. As a 
montage song, this one is flawless 
and it’ll push you right to your 
limit while you love every minute 
of your morning stroll to class.
“Fight for Your Right to Party” 
by the Beastie Boys
For post-secondary students, 
you’re always fighting for 
your right to party. Or, rather, 
polishing off your class project 
so you can go out and get weird 
with your crew. The song isn’t 
from an educational perspective, 
but wanting to party is a near 
universal feeling. Hearing about 
the struggles that impede the 
protagonist from having a good 
time will motivate you to work 
hard so you can play harder.
 Music to motivate you this semester
Get your mind in gear for school
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
Licenced games are often duds because it’s hard to 
incorporate the narrative and 
excitement of other mediums 
into a board game without 
making the rules overly 
complicated. Assassin’s Creed: 
Arena avoids this problem by 
making the rules so simple that 
the game is just plain boring.
Assassin’s Creed: Arena is 
a board game for 2–4 players 
designed by Matt Hyra and 
published by Cryptozoic 
Entertainment in 2014. Players 
play as one of four different 
assassins, and attempt to be the 
first to gather 15 victory points 
by assassinating targets in a city 
without being spotted and taken 
down by guards.
The game world supposedly 
takes place inside the Animus, 
a virtual reality system from the 
Assassin’s Creed mythos that 
utilizes the Assassin’s blood to 
create interactive simulations 
of the past. This board game 
about a virtual reality system in 
a video game makes for an overly 
complicated world, because 
you have to deal with both a 
historical environment as well as 
game glitches.
The game plays very fast. 
The first playing took only about 
20 minutes, and was over way 
too quickly. I found I spent more 
time clarifying the rules than 
actually playing the game. A lot 
of the mechanics of the game 
felt novel but highly rushed, and 
there was almost no similarity 
to the video game. The whole 
experience felt like it was rushed 
out and could have spent more 
time being play-tested.
I wouldn’t recommend 
the game for anyone. Those 
familiar with the Assassin’s 
Creed world will find the game a 
pale imitation of the real thing, 
and those not familiar with 
the source material will just be 
confused. The game itself is 
just okay at best, and certainly 
doesn’t justify the $50 price tag.
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 ‘Assassin’s Creed: Arena’ game review
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
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@theotherpress.ca
When James Dashner’s The Maze Runner first came 
out, I was in my teens. When I 
started reading the novel, I had 
no idea how hooked on the story 
I would become. I finished it 
the same day that I got it from 
the library. As we know from 
watching the movie adaptation 
directed by Wes Ball, The Maze 
Runner ends in a cliffhanger. I 
waited obsessively for the sequel 
to come out. When I finally got 
my hands on it, I devoured it. The 
same has been true for the movie 
adaptations, despite the movie 
plot only loosely following the 
novel’s plot.
I’ll start with a peeve that 
I had with The Scorch Trials: 
some of the characters were 
not as fleshed-out as they were 
in the books. I spent the entire 
movie unable to remember one 
character’s name because he was 
always in the background, yet, 
after looking up what his name 
was, I remembered he played 
a bigger role in the book. I do 
understand that time constraints 
for a movie make it impossible 
to have everything from the 
book in it, so I do forgive this 
transgression.
However, one thing that I 
wish the director had done is at 
least delve deeper into Thomas’s 
relationship with Teresa. I couldn’t 
feel the same connection that I 
did when I was reading the novel 
because so much was glossed 
over with their relationship. I feel 
that this was too important to cut 
down, and that choice lessened 
the impact of certain events. I felt 
this in the first movie as well.
That being said, I still 
absolutely loved The Scorch Trials. 
The suspense was done really 
well—I could feel my heart racing 
during certain scenes, and one 
jump scare actually made me let 
out a little scream because I was 
so engrossed in the movie. The 
actors brought the characters 
to life wonderfully, particularly 
Dylan O’Brien, who played the 
protagonist, Thomas. I can’t 
imagine anyone playing this role 
better than he did. My emotions 
were definitely toyed with, and 
I found myself teary-eyed more 
than once.
There’s something about 
putting kids through terrible trials 
over and over that just gets to 
me. We all know another famous 
dystopian that has done this, so 
it’s not a new concept. But it is still 
very engaging, as we empathize 
with characters that we feel a 
connection with. I definitely felt 
that here, though less so with the 
characters who were pushed to the 
background.
I predict that it is going to 
be inevitable that people will 
compare The Scorch Trials’ 
plotline with other zombie media. 
It definitely has that zombie 
apocalypse vibe going on with The 
Flare infecting people and turning 
them into mindless cannibals. I 
wouldn’t be surprised if Dashner 
pulled some of his ideas from 
zombie lore, especially since the 
novel came out when zombies 
were starting to gain popularity. 
However, the movie adaptation 
felt closer to a zombie flick than 
I remember the novel being. I do 
concede that may have to do with 
the fact that I have seen zombies 
in the media for much longer now 
than when I first read the novel. 
I may just have to read the novel 
again to find out.
I would definitely recommend 
seeing The Scorch Trials whether 
you read the novels or not. I do 
warn those whom have read the 
novel that they should not expect 
the movie to follow the same 
plotline. I hadn’t been expecting 
that, but found that I actually 
liked the changes because they 
kept me wondering what would 
happen next, something that I 
don’t always get to experience 
when I’ve read the novel and then 
watched the movie adaptation. I 
feel that Ball managed to pull it 
off well. I am definitely looking 
forward to finding out how this 
story ends in the final movie.
 ‘The Scorch Trials’ movie review
New ‘Maze’ movie blazes own trail
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
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Instead of readers searching for new comics, the Cloudscape 
Comics Society is bringing 
original comics to readers. Until 
October 5, Comics in Transit 
will adorn 10 bus shelters across 
Vancouver with one-page comic 
posters depicting city life in 
different cultures.
“It seemed like a great venue 
to take what is inherently in book 
format out into the public sphere 
so that people would be able 
to enjoy it in their daily lives,” 
said Oliver McTavish-Wisden, 
Cloudscape president.
He came up with the idea 
of Comics in Transit when 
he discovered the City of 
Vancouver’s Transit Shelter 
Advertising Program, which 
offers free advertising space 
to non-profit arts and culture 
organizations that can produce 
their own posters.
“Comics in Transit should 
appeal to everyone, especially 
students, because they’re going 
to be the ones taking the bus and 
reading these things. Hopefully 
they’ll spread the word and 
maybe we’ll be able to continue 
this project in the future,” he 
said.
The comics were created as 
a way to introduce Vancouver’s 
multi-cultural bus ridership 
to new cultures or remind 
them of their homeland, with 
comics about Paris, Ireland, 
Japan, Copenhagen, Thailand, 
Guadalajara, and more.
“I thought they’d like a 
glimpse into what cities are like 
around the world,” McTavish-
Wisden said. “Some of them 
might recognize their own cities 
that they’ve come from, or they 
might learn a bit about their 
neighbours, or learn about the 
kind of people they’re taking the 
bus with.”
One of the comics, 
Otsukarésama by Nina 
Matsumoto, follows a girl as 
she rides the Tokyo subway 
and notices the passengers 
around her are asleep after a 
long day. The comic explains 
through words and illustrations 
the meaning of the Japanese 
expression otsukarésama, 
which acknowledges when an 
individual is tired from hard 
work, and shows appreciation for 
their effort. The comic concludes 
with the girl sharing the phrase 
with the passengers before she 
departs.
Along with introducing 
readers to different cultures, 
Cloudscape is taking readers 
back in time with their latest 
graphic novel anthology, Epic 
Canadiana #2. Based on the 
original Canadian comic books 
made during World War II 
when Canada banned any 
non-essential imports, the 
Epic Canadiana anthologies 
explore the stories of Canadian 
characters and superheroes.
“There were a lot of 
cartoonists who were very 
nostalgic of that time when we 
actually had our own comic book 
companies and our own comic 
book characters,” said Bevan 
Thomas, Cloudscape’s publicity 
manager, who led the team that 
created the first Epic Canadiana.
“There are a few people who 
have re-published some of those 
old Canadian books, but Bevan 
wanted to make his own new 
universe,” McTavish-Wisden said.
Epic Canadiana began as 
an eBook that didn’t draw as 
much attention as the printed 
Cloudscape anthologies. But 
thanks to a publishing grant that 
required Cloudscape to publish 
three books to qualify, Epic 
Canadiana was printed to meet 
the quota, and then spawned a 
sequel.
“In the Epic Canadiana 
series, all of the stories are 
in the same universe and 
reference each other. We’ve got 
continuing characters and we 
also have new characters. One 
character superhero is autistic.  
It was written by an autistic 
cartoonist and ended up being 
really interesting,” Thomas 
said about Epic Canadiana #2. 
“We’ve expanded the style of the 
stories: there are period pieces 
of Colonial Canada, future 
stories, World War II stories, and 
modern stories. We worked hard 
to present diversity of characters: 
male and female, Aboriginal 
characters, and immigrant 
characters.”
The anthology was partly 
funded by the supporters 
of Cloudscape’s Kickstarter 
campaign, which raised over 
$3,600 from more than 85 
backers when it concluded on 
September 14.
“The exciting thing is that 
Epic Canadiana really opened 
the door for Cloudscape to be 
doing new things. That was the 
first one where we were doing 
anything different from our 
regular anthologies,” Thomas 
said. “After Epic Canadiana 
#2, we’re going to be pushing 
forward some graphic novels 
from the individual Cloudscape 
members where they’re the sole 
artist.”
The upcoming graphic 
novels, which will have 
Kickstarter campaigns before the 
end of the year, include Kathleen 
Gros’ Last Night at Wormwood 
High and Steve LeCouilliard’s 
Una the Blade.
Comic fans and artists 
are encouraged to drop by 
Cloudscape’s weekly open 
meetings on Wednesday nights 
at 7:30 p.m. at Cloudscape HQ, 
located at Memorial South Park 
at 5955 Ross Street in Vancouver.
“We’re a very fun 
organization,” McTavish-Wisden 
said. “I encourage anyone who 
makes artwork to come by.”
As part of BC Culture Days, 
Cloudscape will be hosting a 
workshop on how to make mini-
comics from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
on September 26 at Cloudscape 
HQ. The all-ages workshop will 
explore what goes into creating 
a comic book, such as writing, 
character design, layout, inking, 
and production.
For more information on 
Cloudscape projects and events, 
check out their website at 
CloudscapeComics.com
 Vancouver group immerses city in comic goodness
Cloudscape Comics in the community
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
Berserk began its life as a medieval fantasy manga 
penned by Kentaro Miura. 
Through its 20-year history, its 
stories have been adapted into an 
anime series, two video games, 
and, most recently, a feature film 
by Studio 4°C. Berserk: Egg of the 
King was my introduction to the 
franchise. Sadly, I couldn’t have 
picked a worse jumping-on point 
if I tried.
I can hear your cries of 
disbelief. Berserk: Egg of the King 
has war and fantasy, which I like. 
But it has little else beyond that. 
It suffers from setup syndrome 
since it’s the first film of a trilogy. 
It spends a lot of time introducing 
characters who become relevant 
only much later on. Even the 
climax of the movie is used 
to introduce a new character. 
As such, it feels like the story 
happens almost at random.
There is a plot, of course. 
After sustaining mortal injuries, 
mercenary Guts is forced into the 
service of Griffith, a charismatic 
warlord. As Guts helps Griffith’s 
mercenary group the Band of the 
Hawk achieve major victories, 
Griffith angles to get political 
power within the kingdom he 
serves even as his mercenaries 
help that kingdom expand. There 
is some ominous stuff about Guts 
being pursued by demons, but 
there’s not much payoff since, 
once again, this is only the first 
chapter.
The most memorable 
moment of Berserk: Egg of the 
King comes right at the beginning 
when a placid view of a blue sky is 
marred by catapult fire, showing 
an ancient battlefield from the 
perspective of the dead. It’s a 
strong opening for Guts that is 
darkly poetic: he’s a dead man 
walking without friends or family. 
For a moment I was drawn in, but 
the following sloppily animated 
siege sequence with its badly 
textured 3D animation failed 
entirely to advance my interest.
Don’t get me wrong—Berserk: 
Egg of the King’s traditional 2D 
animation is beautiful, fluid, 
and detailed. But whenever the 
action happens, the film uses 
inexplicably bad 3D. It’s not 
ReBoot levels of awful, but it looks 
like someone wrapped simple 2D 
textures around stilted 3D models. 
I was reminded of an early cel 
shaded Nintendo Wii title.
An even bigger problem 
with Berserk: Egg of the King is 
its pacing. The runtime is only 70 
minutes, but the film feels longer 
than The Dark Knight trilogy. 
The unconvincing action climax 
comes about 20 minutes before 
the end credits, leaving a bunch of 
plodding setup that should have 
been relegated to the opening of 
the inevitable second film. There 
is some blunt foreshadowing for 
Griffith’s obvious future betrayal, 
but it fails as an emotional 
climax because his character arc 
is revealed from the moment he 
first appears. As a result, the film 
doesn’t end so much as it runs out 
of gas. Between the bad pacing, 
poor CGI effects, overblown battle 
scenes and unsatisfying ending, I 
felt like I was watching a freakish 
hybrid of the Hobbit trilogy and 
Evangelion 1.0.
Fans will probably say I 
disliked the movie because I’m 
not invested in Berserk. They’ll say 
the series is better. They’ll insist 
that the manga will blow me away. 
But it doesn’t matter if the source 
material is better, because this 
was Studio 4°C’s chance to get me 
invested in Guts’ journey, and they 
failed.
 ‘Berserk: Egg of the King’ review
Animesque: More like bore-zerk
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
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  Why NHL in Vegas is a low-stakes  
       gamble—but is it most deserving?
 MLB playoff chase reaching climax
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I arrived early for my appointment at Power 3 
Academy, because I wanted 
to watch some of the more 
experienced wrestlers practice. 
The first thing I heard the 
instructor say was: “Okay 
everyone, 300 push-ups, 300 sit-
ups, 300 squats, go.” I thought he 
was joking, but sure enough, the 
next 20 minutes were filled with 
the acrid odour of calisthenics. 
From that moment, I knew 
exactly what I was in for.
The superhumans 
populating the class before mine 
were mostly high school students 
training to become Olympic 
wrestlers, so most of them were 
longtime practitioners. All the 
instructors—Adam Santos, 
Cesar Narita, Frank Mensah, and 
Jason Fenton—are former world 
champions, so it seems part 
of Power 3’s mission, through 
passing down winning technique 
and discipline, is to create high-
level athletes whose goal is 
professional competition. 
Even after their exhausting 
workout, two of the students 
were willing to stay after their 
class and guide me through 
some of the basic stances 
and wrestling techniques. 
Good-natured ribbing aside, 
students at Power 3 are clearly 
as dedicated to their art as their 
instructors are. That’s a rare find 
nowadays.
Although wrestling novices 
like me aren’t required to do 300 
of anything, I was surprised at 
the intensity of the warmup. It 
was fun to do at first, but soon 
the front rolls and cartwheels 
gave way to bear crawls and a 
style of pushup with a forward 
leap. I was knackered before 
any actual wrestling began. 
Fortunately, water breaks are 
encouraged.
The wrestling techniques 
taught at Power 3 originate from 
the Greco-Roman tradition; 
simple, direct, powerful, and 
effective. Although wrestling is 
considered a sport first, these 
concepts could easily be applied 
in a fight. When competing 
for points, the moves are 
applied differently in order to 
avoid harming your opponent. 
For instance, if you lift your 
opponent over your shoulder, 
you will not then drop him on 
his face behind you the way you 
would if you applied the move 
against a violent attacker.
Do a single class at Power 
3 and you’ll feel like a veteran 
Marine just for surviving. You’ll 
be expected to set, reach, and 
exceed your own personal fitness 
goals daily and over time, so 
there is a concrete sense of 
physical progression which I 
feel is missing from many other 
martial arts systems. Just be 
prepared to wipe out a time or 
two. 
Power 3 Academy offers 
classes in Greco-Roman 
wrestling, Muay Thai 
kickboxing, and Brazilian jiu-
jitsu. Visit 106-7738 Edmonds 
Street in Burnaby if you want to 
take your martial fitness to the 
next level.
The international transfer window ended on Tuesday, 
September 2, and as always, a lot 
of money was spent and curious 
moves were made. Here are my 
winners and losers from the lat-
est transfer window. 
Winners: Manchester City 
Looking to regain the Premier 
League title, Manchester City 
spent lavishly on the likes of 
Kevin de Bruyne and Raheem 
Sterling, paying £54.5 million 
and £49 million respectively. The 
added addition of Nicolas Ota-
mendi means that City is likely to 
be in the title race right up until 
the end of the season. 
Losers: Arsenal 
Arsenal were the only club in 
Europe not to sign an outfield 
player this summer, and when 
major rivals in the Premier 
league splashed the cash, Arsene 
Wenger decided to show loyalty 
to his squad. His only real addi-
tion to the squad was Petr Cech 
from Chelsea, but what they 
really needed was a striker. With 
rivals making moves for multi-
ple players, it made his decision 
to hold off on purchases all the 
more confusing.
Winners: Juventus 
Holding on to Paul Pogba can be 
considered a win, but Juventus 
spent big to try and consolidate 
their place within the Europe-
an elite. They went out and got 
highly rated youngsters such as 
Paulo Dybala, Alex Sandro, and 
Mario Lemina, as well as more 
experienced players such as Sami 
Khedira, Mario Mandzukic, and 
Hernanes. It will take time for 
all the players to gel, but overall 
Juventus had a very good transfer 
window.
Losers: Manchester United 
United added a bunch of pieces 
to try and hold on to their top-
four place, but what they really 
needed was a big statement sign-
ing, particularly a forward, and 
that never materialized. From 
Gareth Bale to Marco Reus and 
even Neymar, multiple big names 
were linked with the Red Devils 
over the summer, but none of 
them happened. The high price 
tag on a young, inexperienced 
Anthony Martial is also cause for 
concern. 
Winners: Bayern Munich 
Not many signings for them, 
but two quality additions will 
help them once again contend 
for both the Bundesliga and the 
Champions League. Vidal is a 
tenacious box-to-box midfielder 
who is one of the best at his role, 
and Douglas Costa is an excellent 
long term replacement for both 
Franck Ribery and Arjen Robben.  
Losers: Real Madrid 
It’s not often you can say this, 
but Real Madrid had a terrible 
transfer window. Used to getting 
pretty much any player that they 
want, they weren’t able to land a 
big-name star this window. The 
closest they came to that was 
David de Gea, but could not get 
the paperwork in time before the 
deadline. 
Winners: Inter Milan 
After four years of not qualify-
ing for the Champions League, 
President Erick Thohir decided 
to open up his chequebook. 
The team spent €30 million on 
promising midfielder Geoffrey 
Kondogbia from Monaco, and 
convinced Ivan Perisic to join 
them from Wolfsburg. They also 
acquired Stevan Jovetic, Mario 
Montoya, Adem Ljajic, and Mi-
randa on loan, as well as selling 
Xherdan Shaquiri for €15 million. 
They could be in the race for the 
Scudetto right up until the final 
week of play.
Fighting Fit: 
The Holy Trinity
Winners and losers of the summer transfer window
 Power 3 Academy whips students into shape
 Big names moving and head-scratching decisions dominated the transfer window
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
Nick Bondi 
The Peak
INSTRUCTION CONF PTS
KPU 4-1 12
DOUGLAS 3-1 9
QUEST 2-2-1 7
VIU 1-2-2 5
LANGARA 1-2-1 4
CAPILANO 0-3 0
INSTRUCTION CONF PTS
DOUGLAS 4-0 12
QUEST 3-2 9
VIU 2-3 6
CAPILANO 1-1-1 4
KPU 1-3-1 4
LANGARA 1-3 3
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A “mature student” is generally defined as an adult enrolled 
in any post-secondary program. 
The definition varies in British 
Columbia depending on the 
institution and, sometimes, the 
circumstances of the student’s 
admission. Applying for post-
secondary education as a mature 
student is a different category 
than applying as a regular full- 
or part-time applicant. 
While standards vary, 
every post-secondary 
institution in British 
Columbia has 
attendees who 
qualify as “mature 
students.” 
Some 
institutions 
define a specific 
minimum age 
or criteria to 
qualify: as old 
as 23 or even as 
young as 17, or 
if the student 
in question 
has been out 
of school for a 
full year. Some 
colleges or 
universities, 
in fact, 
require the 
applicant to 
have been out 
of school for 
a minimum 
amount of 
time to be 
considered as a 
mature student. 
They may also 
require a high 
school diploma 
and/or completion 
of English 12 or an 
equivalent. This 
separates mature 
students from transfer 
students: a 23-year-
old applying to Simon 
Fraser University with 
30 previous transferable 
credits would be distinct 
from another 23-year-old 
who has no post-secondary 
education. The former is a 
transfer and the latter a mature 
student. 
Mature students are a very 
diverse group, with no two in 
the exact same situation. They 
have a wide range of ages, life 
experiences, and enrollment 
reasons. In general, mature 
students are distinct because of 
their admission standards and 
ages, but their diversity may be 
greater than other, traditional 
students. 
In many ways, mature 
students are identical to the 
ones who attend college right 
out of high school. They take 
the same courses, go to the 
same campuses, and have the 
same stresses and strategies 
for studying. However, the 
differences that affect their 
situations and schooling can 
be vast and cause a significant 
separation from their younger 
peers. Many mature students 
have part-time or full-time 
jobs, sometimes even careers, 
which they balance between 
schooling. They are more likely 
to live away from their parents, 
particularly at institutions that 
do not provide student housing. 
Some may even have spouses, 
children, and families of their 
own who are reliant on them for 
support. Balancing all of these 
duties can, and often does, lead 
to significantly higher challenges 
for these students due to the 
increased workload. 
On the other hand, there 
can also be certain advantages 
to being a mature student. 
They have a larger degree of 
life experience, which they can 
often apply to their studies. 
Mature students usually have 
a firm direction in where they 
want their studies to go, and 
can be much more dedicated in 
their roles than their younger 
counterparts. Studies show that 
when mature students leave their 
studies prematurely, it is much 
more often due to outside factors 
like family or employment, 
rather than poor grades or 
discouragement.
Mature students pursue 
education for a variety of 
reasons. And, while every 
situation is different, they all 
have one thing in common: they 
are returning to the education 
system after having been away 
for a period of time. Some of 
them haven’t been to school for 
many years, and must learn and 
adapt to the changes in lifestyle 
and technology associated with 
education. Some may be taking 
programs or courses to meet a 
specific need in their careers, 
to upgrade their diploma, or to 
learn new skills. In fact, many 
already have previous degrees 
or diplomas, and are simply 
returning to their education 
for necessity or even pleasure. 
Another common reason is 
that they took time off earlier 
to do different things, such as 
working, travelling, volunteering, 
or finding themselves. Some may 
have social or family obligations 
as their reason for returning to 
school such as wanting to set a 
good example for their children, 
satisfying their parent’s wishes 
to pursue higher education, or 
upgrading their careers for better 
salaries to support their kids. 
Many immigrant students also 
fall under the mature category, 
pursuing education in Canada to 
advance themselves, or to make 
up for education received in their 
home country not recognized in 
this one. 
Many schools in BC—
particularly the highly 
prestigious ones—are difficult 
to access for mature students. 
UBC requires the student to have 
been out of full-time studies 
for at least four years, and in 
addition to that, they may only 
apply for certain programs. SFU 
and North Island College have 
the highest age requirement for 
mature students in the province 
at 23. SFU and NIC, along with 
Emily Carr and UNBC, require 
their mature students to be 
Canadian citizens or permanent 
residents—making immigrant 
access difficult in some cases. It 
is also stated on the websites of 
these institutions that preference 
Challenges and strategies of an older demographic
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is given to students with existing 
post-secondary credits. A 
mature student seeking to go 
to college for the first time may 
have a lot of trouble enrolling 
in these schools. For these 
reasons, in addition to financial 
and flexibility factors, mature 
students often seek education 
at institutions like Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University, Langara 
College, and Douglas College.
At Douglas College, mature 
students are defined as anyone 
aged 19 or over on the first day 
of classes, or 17, if the applicant 
has been out of school for a 
year. A high school diploma is 
not required for admission in 
the mature student category, 
however, proficiency in English 
or a completion of English 12 
or equivalent is required. This 
waived requirement separates 
mature students from general 
admission as students not 
qualifying in the mature 
category require secondary 
school graduation to qualify.
Last summer, a $30,000 
bursary tailored for mature 
students was announced by 
the Douglas Student Union in 
conjunction with the Douglas 
College Foundation. The annual 
Douglas Students’ Union Mature 
Student Bursary is awarded 
to one or more students who 
demonstrate a financial need, 
with a preference given to 
mature students over the age of 
24. Financing their education 
can be a particular challenge for 
mature students, as they often 
have more expenses than their 
younger peers depending on 
their living or family conditions.
Douglas College offers 
a variety of programs and 
options in their educational 
opportunities—everything from 
four-year degrees to specialized 
continuing education and skill 
programs. This variety, along 
with cheaper fees, accessibility, 
and flexible class times, makes 
Douglas significantly more 
attractive to mature students. 
Over 75 per cent of enrolled 
credit students at Douglas in 
Fall 2013 were over the age of 19, 
with 29 per cent over the age of 
25. While some of these students 
were returning to Douglas, it’s 
clear that mature students are 
a significant amount of the 
student body. 
Internalized difficulties 
mature students encounter 
can involve time conflicts and 
limited access to resources. 
These are not necessarily specific 
to Douglas, but a frequent 
challenge at any post-secondary 
institution. For example, a 
student who works throughout 
the day, and, therefore, can 
only attend night classes, might 
have difficulty accessing the 
bookstore or academic advising 
centres, which are closed in the 
evenings. 
Douglas is well aware of 
its mature student body, and 
has many resources available 
to counter the challenges they 
may face. A Mature Student 
Orientation is held every August. 
This orientation allows mature 
students to discuss and alleviate 
the problems they face, learn 
about particular resources and 
strategies available to them, and 
meet current Douglas mature 
students. This is separate 
from the general New Student 
Orientation, which is also held 
in August. Other conveniences 
hosted by the college include 
classes hosted in the evenings 
and on Saturdays, and a library 
open until 9 p.m. Special 
counselling services for career, 
academic, and personal issues 
can also be arranged for students 
who have a course schedule 
outside of regular office hours. 
Despite these accommodations, 
lack of access to services remains 
a significant problem for the 
mature student community. 
In the changing economy 
and world, education remains 
higher in demand than ever. An 
influx of students of all kinds 
requires accommodation and 
understanding from all sides, 
as mature students continue to 
enroll and graduate frequently 
across the province. 
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The National Hockey League has kept their cards close 
to their chest in terms of when 
and where the next expansion 
franchise—if there is one—will 
be. As far as competition goes, 
Las Vegas and Quebec City are 
the two frontrunners, being the 
only two cities to submit their 
$10 million application fee. While 
eyes are on the prize, both of 
those cities have things working 
against them when it comes to 
adopting a NHL franchise. 
Las Vegas, known for 
its sultry heat and abundant 
amount of entertainment, 
may seem like a bizarre place 
to watch hockey. In addition, 
having never been home 
to a major sports team, Las 
Vegas doesn’t inspire a lot 
of confidence. Bets are on 
for whether such a venture 
would be successful or not. We 
would hate to see it become 
another inescapable desert 
disappointment, (cough cough) 
Phoenix, I mean, Arizona. 
All I can say is that the heat 
will not be what harms their 
chances; it will be the fan base. 
At the moment, Hockey Vision 
Las Vegas, an organization 
seeking committed hockey 
fans to buy tickets, is aiming to 
convince the league that there 
is a strong desire for hockey. 
I believe there is a fan base in 
Vegas, but not necessarily from 
the locals.
Las Vegas is a vacation 
hotspot with 40 million people 
visiting in 2014—many of whom 
came during the winter season, 
i.e., hockey season. This is a 
perfect opportunity to lure in 
spectators who would not have 
an opportunity to see hockey 
otherwise. 
I know that Vancouver fans 
will happily drop $500 for flights 
and an all-inclusive trip to Vegas 
to see a Canucks away game 
against the Las Vegas team. But 
would those living in the Sin City 
bother seeing their own team? 
The fact is that any Canadian 
hockey fans would be excited to 
see their team in Vegas, but if 
that’s the case, why not have the 
expansion take place closer to 
home?
Seeing Winnipeg get a team 
back in 2011 must have given 
Quebec City a lot of hope. The 
reason they lost the Nordiques 
in 1995 to Colorado was because 
their facilities could not match 
the new NHL standards. That’s 
all changed now; the Videotron 
Centre gives the city some legs 
to stand on when trying to earn 
the NHL’s attention. It’s designed 
with hockey as its sole purpose. 
With that being the case, it’s just 
a matter of time before hockey 
returns to French Canada. 
However, Quebec could get 
a franchise again via a different 
route: the Carolina Hurricanes 
have been rumoured to be on 
the move. This means the former 
Hartford Whalers franchise 
could possibly move north of the 
border… wouldn’t that be nice? 
Las Vegas and Quebec City 
are as different as cities come, 
but for hockey, I believe these 
two places are apt choices. 
Nevertheless, I hate seeing 
so many NHL franchises 
concentrated on the East 
Coast. We are due for a couple 
of purely western teams. For 
selfish reasons, I would rather 
see an expansion team in 
Seattle or Portland before a 
team in Quebec City. One thing 
lacking for Vancouver fans is 
an opportunity to go on road 
trips to see our regional rivals. 
If Seattle can make a push when 
the next expansion round comes 
around, that would be exciting 
news. But for now we’ll take what 
we can get, and be happy we 
don’t live in Atlanta. 
The dog days of summer are gone and the top teams are 
getting ready for the playoffs or 
making a final push to clinch a 
spot. This season has seen the 
top teams open enough of a 
gap over the middle of the pact 
that the final three weeks of the 
season won’t have a lot of drama 
involving teams fighting for a 
playoff spot.
The American League
We’ll start with a look at the 
American League since it is more 
competitive. The AL West is the 
closest and has three teams that 
still have a chance to sneak into 
October. Houston is currently 
trailing the Texas Rangers by a 
game and a half, and Houston 
is three and a half games ahead 
of the Los Angeles Angels who 
are trying to make a final push 
to reach the wildcard position. 
Houston has been one of the 
surprise teams this year after 
struggling for multiple seasons. 
However, after a fast start their 
lead in the division has been 
completely erased, possibly due 
to fatigue from their young core 
that has got them this far into 
the season.
The Rangers are trying 
to make a full recovery from 
finishing last in the division 
last season. The Rangers faced 
an unusual amount of injuries, 
especially to key players. They 
set an MLB record for most 
players used in a season using 
61 different players. Having 
Prince Fielder return as well as 
the pitching of Yu Darvish and 
Derek Holland has helped Texas 
return to a playoff contender. 
The Angels are being led by MVP 
candidate Mike Trout, and Albert 
Pujols bouncing back to the 
player he was in St. Louis. The 
lack of a true ace will hurt the 
Angels and most likely prevent 
them from reaching the playoffs.
In the east the Blue Jays 
and Yankees are only separated 
by three games and both have 
17 games to play. The Blue Jays 
are leading currently and have 
the benefit of hosting a three 
game series with the Yankees, 
which will be the last series the 
teams play this season. Both 
teams have the benefit of playing 
lots of divisional games to end 
the season. Although the east 
is usually one of baseball’s top 
divisions this season has seen 
Boston, Baltimore and Tampa 
Bay all struggle for various 
reasons.
The loser of the AL east 
will most likely host the wild 
card game because they should 
both finish strong. As well, 
the Yankees have a three and a 
half game lead on the Houston 
Astros for the top wild card spot. 
Both teams will be fighting for 
the division though to avoid 
the luck involved in a one game 
elimination scenario against the 
other wild card team. Also both 
teams would want to avoid the 
Royals until the conference series 
if possible.
Although the Kansas City 
Royals have gone 2-8 over their 
last ten games, they still have a 
9 game lead over their closest 
challengers, the Minnesota 
Twins, in the central. The Royals 
have a two game lead on Toronto 
for the best record in the AL 
which would clinch them home 
field advantage throughout the 
playoffs. Only four of the Royals’ 
last 19 games are against teams 
with winning records, so they 
should be able to secure the top 
seed for the playoffs.
The final AL wild card spot 
will most likely end in a battle 
between the loser of the AL west 
battle, (Houston and Texas) 
and the Minnesota Twins. The 
Twins are only one and a half 
game behind Houston for the 
second wild card spot. Minnesota 
is another young team, like 
Houston, that started strong 
and many experts predicted 
would eventually collapse and 
fall out of the playoff picture. But 
with only three weeks left they 
are still in the hunt. Thanks to 
All-Star second baseman Brian 
Dozier and young starts stepping 
up such as Miguel Sano and 
veterans such as Joe Mauer, the 
Twins have a chance. With a 
weak schedule compared to their 
competitors, the Twins should be 
able to make the playoffs and will 
most likely play the Yankees in 
Yankee stadium in the wild card 
game.
The National League
The National League is 
lacking in close playoff races, but 
there is still a close race in the 
central division, which will most 
likely be sending three teams to 
the playoffs.
With San Francisco seven 
and a half games back of the 
final wild card spot, it is likely 
that St. Louis, Chicago and the 
Pittsburgh Pirates will all make 
the playoffs. St. Louis (91-54) and 
Pittsburgh (87-58) have the best 
records in all of baseball. After 
a starting strong the Cardinals 
have been chased down by the 
Pirates and the winner of the 
division will most likely possess 
home field advantage through 
the NL playoffs. The Cubs are 
only seven games back of the 
Cardinals so they could win the 
division. With the Cubs playing 
four more games against the 
Pirates, as well as the Pirates 
playing St. Louis three more 
times, anything is possible.
The other divisions in 
the NL will likely not finish as 
close. In the East, behind the 
strong pitching staff of Matt 
Harvey, Jacob deGromm, Noah 
Syndergaard, Jon Niese and 
Bartolo Colon, the Mets have 
built a seven and a half game lead 
over the Washington nationals. 
The Nationals have been led by 
MVP candidate Bryce Harper, but 
have dealt with a large amount 
of injuries that have prevented 
them from building momentum 
throughout the season.
In the west, the Dodgers 
are once again headed towards 
another postseason berth. With 
a seven and a half game lead on 
the defending champion Giants, 
the Dodgers should be able to 
comfortably make the playoffs 
where they will hope they can 
finally reach the World Series. 
With Clayton Kershaw and Zack 
Greinke being two of the top 
pitchers in all of Major League 
Baseball, the Dodgers should 
be a threat in the postseason. 
With both the Dodgers and Mets 
playing weak schedules down the 
stretch, the battle for home-field 
advantage in a divisional round 
series between New York and Los 
Angeles will be close, and I give 
a slight advantage to Los Angeles 
due to experience, and the Mets 
decision to rest their ace Matt 
Harvey due to injury concerns.
While many of the spots 
are already determined, the last 
three weeks will still feature 
many battles involving teams 
trying to secure home field 
advantage, as well as a division 
title instead of merely a wildcard 
spot.
Why NHL in Vegas is a low-stakes 
gamble—but is it most deserving?
MLB playoff chase reaching climax
 The ‘best’ cities for NHL expansion
 Who’ll make the postseason?
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
@theotherpress.ca
Devon Momy-Gamache 
The Sputnik
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 Smart Student Banking
 Fall trends from the runway
 Listed: 10 things to pair with your pumpkin spice latte
And more!Life & StyLe
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Saving your money can be tough. Personally, I love to go 
out with my friends to watch a 
movie, or eat at a new restaurant 
once in a while. If you can’t keep 
track of your spending, you will 
soon find yourself at wit’s end 
with your finances. With the 
inevitable recession creeping 
around the corner for all 
Canadians, I felt like it was time 
to start taking a serious look at 
my money.
A couple weeks ago, I began 
looking to find another bank, 
because I had recently begun a 
part-time job at a local grocery 
store and was determined to 
begin investing. 
Hoping to complete this 
task within a day, I jumped 
onto the Internet to find the 
best deals there were. From 
CIBC to Scotiabank, all I could 
dig up were low interest rates 
for students. Although they 
promised many unlimited 
avenues, the thought of having 
merely 0.1 to 0.2 per cent interest 
until I hit $5,000 sickened 
me. Additionally, many of the 
savings accounts that I found 
had strings attached. Either 
you were restricted to a limited 
amount of monthly transactions, 
or you weren’t able to touch your 
finances without incurring a fee. 
Needless to say, I was unsatisfied.
A couple days later, I 
stumbled upon an RBC ad on 
the front of a 24 Hours daily 
newspaper. It promised high 
interest rates of 0.65 per cent 
and free online transfers, 
so I immediately booked an 
appointment. The next day, I 
walked out of their office with 
a card in hand, but feeling 
unfulfilled. Within the previous 
30 minutes, they revealed to me 
that I could only have one ATM 
cash withdrawal per month and 
the free online transfers they had 
promised were exclusive to RBC 
accounts. The more I thought 
about it, I realized the mistake I 
had made and the unfortunate 
circumstances I was placed in. 
You see, RBC has great deals, 
which included free iPads, but 
not for students under the age 
of 19. 
That night, I went online, 
searching yet again for a great 
deal. Among an assortment 
of tabs, I recalled my parents 
with their Tangerine account. I 
inquired, and they promised me 
that by simply opening a savings 
account, I would receive $25 as 
well as start off with an interest 
rate of 2.1 per cent. It seemed 
promising, especially the free 
money part.
The next morning I canceled 
my newly established account 
at RBC and have since been 
trying out Tangerine, and so far 
I like it. I still worry about my 
spending, but it’s much less than 
I did before. I can personalize 
how much I want to transfer to 
my savings account each day, 
week, or month, which makes 
budgeting a lot more bearable. 
Though this situation turned 
out perfectly for me, you might 
not face the same circumstances. 
Each person’s financial situation 
and wants are unique; find the 
bank that works best for you. 
Take your time to hunt out the 
ideal setup. The economy is ever-
changing, so be sure to make 
smart investments.
 Which bank gives the best bang for your buck?
Smart Student Banking 
Between the dog days of summer and the slushy 
months of winter, we’ve got fall. 
When it comes to Vancouver, 
there’s not much to say about it. I, 
for one, enjoy it. It’s not too hot, 
nor is it too cold. It’s occasionally 
rainy, yeah, but it sure beats the 
hell out of a sweltering day in a 
room with busted AC or a road-
ruining dump of snow. 
Like any other season, there’s 
no shortage of annual cultural 
events, but this time of year you 
generally don’t have to worry 
about the weather going to either 
extreme. Even our home, known 
around the world as “No-Fun 
City,” is host to plenty of stuff to 
do during this quaint season.
Vancouver Halloween 
Parade and Expo (October 
15–18) — From Fan Expo to 
Northwest Fan Fest, Vancouver 
plays host to a number of events 
where people get in touch with 
their inner geek, dressing up as 
their favourite fictional characters 
while browsing the wares of 
hobby shops. These events always 
attract massive numbers, and 
now those with a die-hard love 
for Halloween can celebrate 
a couple of weeks early at the 
Tom Lee Music Hall and PNE 
Exhibition Forum, ending off the 
festivities with a free parade in 
the downtown core. With four 
days to check it out, there’s plenty 
of time to experience the myriad 
activities available to guests, 
including a booth featuring the 
Other Press’s own Comic Corner 
author. 
Fright Nights (October 
9–November 1) — In what has 
become as much of an institution 
in Vancouver as the PNE (as well 
as yet another way to celebrate 
All Hallows Eve), the annual 
horror makeup thatss applied to 
Playland brings something new 
to the table every year. This year 
is no exception; aside from the 
seven haunted houses, there’s 
a comedy troupe called The 
Monsters of Schlock, as well as 
The Beast, a recent thrill ride that 
drew a massive crowd when it 
debuted a couple months ago.
Twenty-eighth Vancouver 
Writers Festival (October 
20–25) — For the 28th year, 
more than 100 notable authors 
are descending upon Granville 
Island for five days to host 
numerous panels, workshops, 
and performance events for those 
who have a knack for creating 
worlds with words. There are 
authors representing every corner 
of Canada, as well as parts of 
the United States and Europe, 
including Sara Tilley, Steve 
Burrows, and Elizabeth Hay. 
Alien Contagion: Rise 
of the Zombie Syndrome 
(October 6–November 1) — 
When you build an interactive 
theatre show centring around 
aliens who crash land on a 
post-apocalyptic, zombie-
infested Earth, those with a wild 
imagination are certain to come. 
Taking place in an apparently 
top secret location, audience 
members use their smartphones 
to solve a mystery filled to the 
brim with science fiction tropes. 
Although this is the fourth in 
the Zombie Syndrome series 
produced by The Virtual Stage, 
knowledge of previous events 
isn’t necessary.
TEDx Vancouver 2015 
(November 15) — making a 
name for itself with insightful 
talks by some of the most 
influential, brilliant minds 
alive today, the now famous 
educational brand TED has 
allowed its name to be used by 
any individual or non-profit 
group that feels they have ideas 
worth spreading. This year, the 
overall theme for this particular 
TEDx is identity. Through talks 
via satellite and live speakers, this 
educational event aims to answer 
three very hard questions: Who 
are we? Who am I? Who will I 
be?
Vancouver is a diverse city, 
and luckily for us that means 
plenty of interesting activities—
no matter what you’re into!
 Fall events in the Lower Mainland
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
Aaron Guillen
Contributor
The local shape of the season
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Across campus, posters are slapped on lockers, 
advertising in big, bold print 
the greatness of some intense 
country like Australia, New 
Zealand, or even the USA. 
Because those are always the 
go-to destinations, right? Those 
countries are vast and far away 
and full of adventure; they’re 
where your Uncle Ron “totally 
found himself” when he was 
twenty.
But, I ask you, why not 
Canada?
At one point in time, Canada 
was advertised as the place 
to go if one was searching for 
somewhere vast, far away, and 
full of adventure. It was once a 
popular destination for all, but 
for those who’ve spent their lives 
here, it can easily be brushed 
off as a place we already know. 
That’s where the Maritime Field 
School comes in.
Last summer, I had the 
opportunity to join a group of 
Douglas College students and 
travel to the Maritimes for an 
incredible chance to understand 
the history of where I come from. 
It was an opportunity to explore 
my own backyard, and learn 
about the people who made this 
country what it is today. And, 
if that wasn’t enough, this trip 
provided a unique chance to 
experience it all with a group of 
likeminded students.
It ended up being better 
than I could have imagined, a 
full seven weeks jam-packed 
with studying and remarkable 
memories. Our group quickly 
became close and we investigated 
history-brimmed Halifax very 
thoroughly: pubs, museums and 
exhibits, performances, more 
pubs—you name it, we were avid 
visitors of it.
One night, we visited 
a concert by the Men of the 
Deeps, a group of ex-miners who 
decided to form a choir. Each 
member had been a miner for at 
least a couple of years. Many of 
the songs we heard were written 
by the members themselves, 
most referring to the hardships 
of mining. The singing and 
accompaniment was beautiful.
Choral music wasn’t the only 
thing we got to enjoy. We went 
to Irish sessions down at the Old 
Triangle Pub where we listened 
to and recreated the music of 
the indigenous Mi’kmaq people. 
The Maritimes are a whirlpool of 
musical diversity, and we were 
lucky enough to experience the 
whole spectrum.
We were also able to fully 
immerse ourselves in the love 
that Canada has for a fictitious 
society-defying girl named Anne 
Shirley. In Eastern Canada, Anne 
of Green Gables is a trademark, 
and a big source of pride. 
They are very proud of L.M. 
Montgomery and the spotlight 
she cast on PEI, where the book 
is set. It isn’t surprising, though, 
since reading about Anne and 
the struggles she faced as a 
strong, independent woman was 
empowering and eye-opening. 
Visiting PEI’s well-rounded 
beauty in person was pretty nice 
too.
Whether it was as simple as 
a movie night and homemade 
pancakes, or as crazy as climbing 
down an old mine shaft, we 
greeted every adventure with an 
open mind. We had countless 
opportunities to speak with 
influential people, like inspiring 
poet and activist El Jones, as well 
as to take part in interesting 
organizations, like the Dalhousie 
University radio station.
Eastern Canada opened 
my eyes to a whole other world, 
one where jaywalking is greeted 
with a smile from drivers and 
everywhere you need to go is a 
quick bus ride away. 
This incredible trip gave me 
a new appreciation for both my 
country and myself.
Are you interested in going 
on the Maritime Field School?
Then come by an 
information session for the 
2016 field school at the New 
Westminster campus (Room 
1614 at 3:30 p.m. on October 2) 
or the Coquitlam campus (Room 
A1130 at 4:30 p.m. on October 7).
Music instructor Hazel 
Fairbairn, English instructor 
Jasmine Nicholsfigueirdo, and art 
instructor Christine Dewar will 
give an overview presentation 
of the courses and excursions 
involved in the Maritime Field 
School. Application forms will 
be available at the information 
sessions.
For more information on the 
Maritime Field School, check 
out MaritimeFieldSchool.com
Whenever we have a changing of the season, new fashion 
trends seem to creep up from 
beneath the woodwork. Now, if 
you’re like me, and you’ve been 
disappointed by all the bright 
colours and geometric shapes that 
have dominated the runway for 
the past two years, rest easy—the 
classics are coming back. From 
florals to flannels, fall is definitely 
shaping up to be chic, with trends 
that will flatter any figure. 
Searching the runway, you 
might be at a loss when trying 
to locate jewelry trends for the 
season. That’s because jewelry 
has moved away from large 
statement pieces with minimal 
design elements, and instead has 
taken a more feminine turn. Both 
Prada and Balenciaga embraced 
rhinestones and sparkle, featuring 
smaller pieces like broaches and 
hair clips. If you prefer larger 
jewelry, though, invest in some 
big but antique looking earrings, 
because they seem to be making a 
comeback.
Comfort is also moving into 
centre stage, as shoe trends seem 
to favour the much beloved kitten 
heel. Stella McCartney, Chanel, 
and Miu Miu all presented their 
fall lineup with an absence of 
stilettos. If kitten heels are a little 
too girly for you, and you prefer a 
flat, you might want to break out 
those combat boots. Marc by Marc 
Jacobs, Wes Gordon, and many 
other runways saw the revival of 
the heavy ankle boot, which is 
good for anyone who was missing 
their Doc Martins. In either case, 
consumers can look forward to 
not picking leaves off their heels. 
Much to my horror, flounce 
hemlines are also going to be 
big this fall. If you’re not sure 
what a flounce hemline is, it’s 
a ruffle sewn along the base of 
a skirt. Meant to look flirty and 
effeminate, this look is definitely 
trying to replace the leggings 
and denim miniskirt of last year. 
Although this look isn’t my thing, 
more power to you if you can pull 
it off.
As if the runway gods are 
trying to appease me after making 
flounce a thing again, gloves are 
back. This is a trend I love, mostly 
because it’s practical—keeping 
your hands warm and the germs 
away. According to designers like 
MSGM and Julien Macdonald, 
as well as some more household 
names like Prada and Balenciaga, 
gloves in all shapes, sizes, and 
materials will be turning up. From 
elegant leather ladies gloves, to 
full on tasselled driving gloves, 
I suggest picking a style you like 
and getting some fast!
If you’re curious about 
colour options, you might want 
to become familiar with the 50 
shades. Yes, my little fashionistas, 
we’re talking gray, and a lot 
of it. Max Mara and Vivienne 
Westwood were among many 
to feature chic, tailored suits in 
monochromatic gray. Lucky for us, 
gray is a very versatile colour, and 
looks good on everyone. 
It just wouldn’t be fall if you 
ignored plaid. An old favourite, 
probably because it fairs so well 
in wet weather, breaking out your 
flannel and kilts will definitely 
be an option this season—at 
least according to Chanel and 
Alexander Wang.
No matter what the runway 
says, it’s important to maintain a 
personal style. Keep in mind that 
fashion is about you. The trick 
is adapting changing seasonal 
trends into something you feel 
good in, because confidence is 
what makes something trendy, not 
the other way around.
 What you can expect to come into vogue this season
Fall trends from the runway
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle
@theotherpress.ca
 Field school showcases Canada’s East Coast
Magic in the Maritimes
Rachel Fournier
Contributor
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The federal election is less than one month away, and 
the crunch is on us to decide 
which party we want to vote 
for—but have we taken the time 
to meet our local candidates? 
Last week, I conducted a phone 
interview with the Maple Ridge/
Pitt Meadows NDP candidate 
Bob D’Eith. This week, I’m 
meeting the Liberal candidate, 
Dan Ruimy, at his coffee shop, 
Bean Around Books, for a quick 
interview to discuss what sets 
him apart as a candidate and the 
importance of voting, especially 
for young voters.
When I first stepped into 
Dan’s coffee shop, the denizens 
were happy to inform me of 
the “eclectic” patronage that 
comes in. “This is where I get 
my passion from—the people,” 
Ruimy told me. 
Ruimy believes that it is 
important for MPs to be involved 
in their communities, which he 
does by hosting roundtables to 
encourage dialogues between 
people of various demographics. 
“[If] you’ve come to our events; 
you’ve seen how a 16-year-old 
interacts with an 87-year-old. 
That’s amazing to see.” He 
boasts. “We need more of that.”
When asked his motivation 
for running, Ruimy said: “I just 
think I can do better.”  
Education was the first issue 
Ruimy brought up when asked 
what issues are most important 
to youth. Are we going to be able 
to apply our credentials to the 
workforce? Are we going to be 
stuck with 20 years of student 
loans? The environment was 
another big one. “Watching 
this young generation as they 
embrace recycling, as they 
embrace the environment: it’s 
clear that is a huge issue.” He 
is proud of the Liberal Party’s 
environmental policy, which 
was evident when he told me, 
“We have incentives for new 
technologies not based on fossil 
fuels.” 
Ruimy is also very adamant 
on setting youth up for success. 
Drawing on his experience 
as a foster parent, he made a 
good point when he asked me, 
“Someone who has unfortunate 
events in their lives—how do we 
expect them, at 18, to become a 
productive citizen? That doesn’t 
set them up for success; that sets 
them up for failure. That doesn’t 
make sense.” He plans to ensure 
all citizens are provided with the 
necessary resources to succeed. 
In Ruimy’s eyes, if we don’t invest 
now in our citizens, our youth, 
and our country, then we are 
“damaging our own future.” 
He also plans to make sure 
his party leader stays true to the 
Liberal platform, “If Trudeau is in 
Ottawa, I will fight to make sure 
he upholds every commitment 
he made.” He encourages voters 
to pay attention to the promises 
the party leaders are making, 
and whether or not they are 
obtainable. Additionally, he says 
it is important to learn each 
party’s platform, because “at that 
point, whatever decision [voters] 
make is an invested decision.” 
Ruimy believes that the 
government should be open 
with the people, and hold itself 
to a high moral standard. “It’s 
not about what’s right for the 
election or the media, but what 
is the right thing to do.” 
“We can do better,” he 
told me. “We have to live to 
our ideals... The parties set the 
philosophies. We have to live to 
those philosophies.”
Listed: 10 things to pair with 
your pumpkin spice latte
 A look at local candidates and what they believe is important to youth voters
Dan Ruimy and investing in the future
Jordan Lamothe
Contributor
#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s photo is by Shaaaedunzi
It’s fall, and we all know what that means! It’s time for everyone’s favourite seasonal beverage, 
and no, I’m not talking about shamrock shakes. 
Pumpkin spice lattes are back! I mean, honestly, 
this little bundle of warm, delicious, cinnamon-y 
delight is responsible for 95 per cent of anyone’s 
autumn excitement. Getting that first cup has 
become so monumental in celebrating the 
changing of seasons that it warrants its own 
globally understood acronym. But what can you 
pair with your PSL to make it extra special this 
year?
1. Your face! Nothing beats a classic.
2. Knitwear. It’s hard to enjoy anything if 
you’re not cuddly.
3. A dyslexic barista. I don’t know who Burt 
Knee is, but sure, I’ll take his coffee.
4. Anything remotely pumpkin flavoured. 
What goes better with pumpkin? MORE 
PUMPKIN! 
5. Encroaching student loan debt. Artificially 
flavoured, overpriced sugar sludge doesn’t 
pay for itself.
6. An expanding waistline. Extra whip cream 
and 400 more calories in mine, please!
7. A growing sense of entitlement. Nothing 
raises your expectations like sitting in a 
Starbucks and ranting to your best friend 
about the total loser Tinder set you up with.
8. Homework. All that caffeine will help when 
you realize all your professors decided 
to synch their due dates for maximum 
carnage.
9. A selfie. If you get a PSL but don’t tweet 
about it, did it really happen?
10. Another pumpkin spice latte. Because 
really, are you going to reduce the joy of fall 
to a single cup?
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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 Freedom to vote
 Federal surplus: what it means for the election
 Speak no evil
And more!OpiniOns
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Recently, Facebook announced they will soon be introducing 
the long-awaited “dislike” button, 
the reverse of the ever-loved 
“like” button. The idea is that 
users can express empathy in 
a non-endorsing way for posts 
where “liking” wouldn’t be 
appropriate: announcements of 
a breakup, death, etc. The dislike 
button has long been rumoured 
and requested by Facebook users, 
and several third-party apps 
have occasionally attempted to 
introduce one. 
We don’t need the dislike 
button. There’s another way to 
express sympathy or negative 
thoughts on Facebook when 
appropriate—it’s called the 
comment section. The like button 
is used to express appreciation, 
similar to the favourite button 
on Twitter; it’s completely 
optional. When expressing 
sympathy or negative emotions 
about a situation, commenting 
is a way to be more personal and 
heartfelt. “Disliking” a status 
about Grandma dying is not an 
adequate substitution for writing 
a short note of sympathy (or 
simply not responding to the post 
from someone you barely know). 
It’s a way to shorten and trivialize 
genuine human emotion online.
Then, there’s the bullying 
aspect. It will be incredibly 
easy for users to abuse the 
dislike button to bully others 
in many different ways. Any 
posts featuring self-confidence, 
photos, or other happy things 
can easily be targeted. A few 
“dislikes” on someone’s selfie can 
do serious emotional harm. The 
dislike button may be the easiest 
feature to abuse that Facebook 
has released thus far, particularly 
because of its simplicity. 
Facebook is a social network 
that we use to communicate, 
connect, and express ourselves. It 
has a wide range of opportunities 
for genuine interaction through 
its communications. What’s 
most important is making those 
communications honest and 
thorough without breaking 
everything down into a like/
dislike variant. Posts may soon be 
competing and causing further 
battles in the comments through 
likes and dislikes—YouTube, 
which has a thumbs-up/thumbs-
down option, is a prime example. 
YouTube is already known as a 
cesspool of anger and negativity, 
in addition to being an easy place 
to do cyberbullying within its 
comments and thumbs-down 
options. Facebook comments are 
moderated, but there’s no way to 
control those pushing the dislike 
button on an impressionable 
young girl’s selfie. 
The like button has been 
implemented on Facebook for 
six years, during which no dislike 
button was needed (or even 
wanted by a majority of users). 
There seems little reason to 
introduce one now, particularly in 
an era when miscommunication, 
online aggression, and bad 
interaction are more prominent 
than ever. 
With the federal election just around the corner, 
there have been many promises 
of beneficial policies given 
by potential leaders. Some of 
these policies target seniors, 
who statistically vote in high 
numbers. Yet, there is hardly any 
commentary steered towards 
the young adults. There are very 
few policies that are directed 
towards new-to-the-workforce 
workers and single young adults. 
Compared to seniors, young 
adults tend to not vote, and 
those running for office would 
rather focus on the needs of 
those who are more likely to 
vote for them—or at all. The 
low participation rate of youth 
voting has resulted in the 
political parties pushing aside 
their needs.
According to Elections 
Canada, in 2011 the turnout of 
voters for young Canadians ages 
18–23 was a low 38 per cent. 
Young adults in Canada today 
are less likely to vote, making it 
more likely that our government 
will not hear our voices and 
concerns. But why aren’t the 
youth of Canada taking the 
responsibility to participate?
There are many reasons 
why young Canadians may not 
vote. People have stated that it 
is a waste of time, and that their 
vote won’t make a difference. 
You could probably argue that 
it’s not your fault, and that 
politics has a stage of chaotic 
glamour, displaying only drama 
and the bashing opinions of 
opposing parties, and, simply, 
it’s just corrupt. But how can we 
complain that it’s corrupt, or 
that there aren’t enough jobs, 
or that our wages aren’t enough 
to live on, if we aren’t doing 
anything about it? Complaining 
about how things are and then 
not acting is like shouting at a 
brick wall hoping that it’ll move. 
The fact is that this apathetic, 
passive attitude has made 
Canadian youth seem ignorant, 
and has resulted in political 
policies tuning out their needs.
Young adults are vulnerable 
to political policies and 
governmental change because 
we live here; we are Canadian. 
Every party has their own view 
on how Canada should be, and 
their views will be converted 
into different kinds of policies. 
We can share our opinions on 
these policies by being more 
politically effective and voting. 
By being politically effective, 
we have a higher chance that 
we can be heard, and we can 
voice our opinions on important 
issues such as job prospects. 
After spending so much time 
and money, graduates want to 
make sure they can secure a job 
and pay off their student loans. 
One of the major concerns is 
what our minimum wage will be, 
which will be determined by—
surprise—our government. 
If the trend continues to 
show a low turnout of young 
adult voters, a generation 
of voices will be lost. Every 
vote counts towards those 
representing us in the House 
of Commons. No matter what 
happens in the October federal 
election, the choices made will 
impact you, no matter who you 
are.
At some point in our lives, we 
start to wonder: how can I make 
a difference? We can start by 
becoming more active and aware 
citizens, and by voting. If more 
young people vote, politicians 
will see that we care and we 
want our voices to be heard. The 
needs of the youth will be much 
more important to politicians 
if we meet them halfway. As 
stated under section three of 
the Canada Elections Act, “every 
Canadian citizen 18 years of age 
or older has the right to vote.”
 Practicing our right to have our voices heard by our government
Belle Vilers
Contributor
Freedom to vote
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 We don’t need no emotion control
We don’t need no dislike button
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
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Hallelujah! After a long eight years, Canada finally has a 
budget surplus. But what does 
that mean exactly? 
It means that Stephen 
Harper’s long-term financial 
plan has finally come to fruition. 
Despite everything that has 
happened since the global 
financial crisis in 2007, Canada 
has finally achieved what Harper 
and Thomas Mulcair would call 
success with the budget. 
Throughout the election 
campaign so far, the economy 
has been a huge part of the 
debates. When Statistics Canada 
announced earlier this month 
that the Canadian economy 
showed signs of indeed being 
in a recession—as Mulcair and 
Justin Trudeau so often pointed 
out—Harper received a lot of flak 
for failing to revive the Canadian 
economy as he had promised so 
many times in the past. 
But now, with the 
announcement of the federal 
surplus, Harper can finally take 
a breath of relief. This news 
comes just at the right time, as 
the Conservatives have received 
a mammoth amount of negative 
attention from the Duffy scandal 
to leaky candidates. Although 
Canadians want change, Harper 
finally has the evidence he needs 
to tell Canadians that maybe 
change isn’t the right way to go 
here. 
While the Conservative Party 
received the news very well, the 
NDP also took their moment 
in the limelight. Throughout 
the election campaign, Mulcair 
has made balancing the budget 
his focus. Like Harper, Mulcair 
believes that the best course of 
action for the Canadian economy 
is balancing the federal budget. 
With the surplus, Mulcair would 
be walking into a year where he 
has already fulfilled his promise 
and could focus 0n broader 
things such as better healthcare 
quality and more affordable, 
$15-a-day child care.
One party that didn’t 
benefit from the surplus budget 
announcement was Trudeau 
and his Liberal Party. They had 
banked their chances in the 
coming election on the budget 
being another deficit. Their 
plan even stated that Canada 
would be in deficit until 2019. 
For the Liberals, the budget 
being positive not only puts 
their plan in a bad light, it shows 
the country what many have 
speculated; that Trudeau is too 
inexperienced.
Despite all of this, Trudeau 
still stands by his and his party’s 
plan to run at a deficit until 2019. 
He speculates that the budget 
being at a positive this year is 
a false truth, and, in reality, 
the number is only positive 
because Harper planned it to be 
for the election. In a statement 
addressing supporters on 
September 14, Trudeau accused 
Harper of “under-spending and 
making cuts to Veterans Affairs, 
Aboriginal Affairs, to seniors, in 
the billions of dollars so that he 
could balance the books in time 
for his election.”
A lot of what Trudeau 
pointed out makes sense in terms 
of political timing. The timing 
of the release of the report by 
Finance Department was mostly 
in favour of the current Prime 
Minister, who was experiencing 
a slide in polls. The timing also 
made Trudeau and his party look 
silly, and discredited much of 
their economic platform.  
But what do the numbers 
say? Well, the numbers say 
exactly what has been reported. 
This year, the Canadian budget is 
at a surplus: a $3 billion surplus to 
be exact. The report issued by the 
Finance Department reads that 
the revenue comes from higher 
gains in personal and corporate 
income taxes than was originally 
anticipated. It also showed that 
direct program spending was 
$1.5 billion less than originally 
forecasted. 
For the first time since 2007–
2008, the Canadian budget is at 
a surplus. Those are the facts. 
Whether it is from a strong 
infrastructure, as Harper has 
been so focused on, or it is from 
making drastic cuts to look 
good, as Trudeau believes, the 
Canadian budget is finally back 
on track. Let’s see how long it 
lasts.
 Who gets the advantage?
Federal surplus: what it means for the election
Davie Wong
Columnist
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The life of one of Vancouver’s most famous unofficial 
mascots was tragically ended this 
month. On September 13, around 
7:30 p.m., Vancouver Police 
officers were called to the end of 
the Lion’s Gate Bridge, where a 
deer was reportedly struck and 
killed by an oncoming car.
An official statement 
released by the Vancouver Park 
Board the next day confirmed the 
fears of many; the deer that had 
been killed in the collision was 
indeed the famous Downtown 
Deer. 
It didn’t take long for the 
news of the beloved creature’s 
death to reach Vancouverites, 
who started trending 
#DowntownDeer to pay their 
respects. The young deer rose 
to fame back in July, when it 
was spotted roaming around 
downtown Vancouver, eventually 
making its home in Stanley Park. 
As videos and pictures 
began revealing that the deer was 
actually quite friendly, more and 
more people began seeking this 
elusive creature, combing Stanley 
Park and downtown Vancouver 
for a chance to spot him. This 
was a regular occurrence despite 
multiple warnings from park 
officials, wildlife experts, and the 
BC Ministry of Forests, Lands 
& Natural Resource Operations 
(MFLNRO) about the defensive 
nature of wild animals, such as 
this deer. 
Amongst the many tributes 
that have arrived, many people 
have also questioned why the 
infamous deer was not relocated 
for its own safety. Surely, 
someone saw this coming, right? 
A deer has no place in a city. 
 The BC MFLNRO said in 
a statement that they had been 
looking into options to relocate 
the deer, but could not find any 
before it was too late. 
On the surface, the task 
of relocating a lost deer seems 
fairly simple. Immobilize it and 
transport it back into the wild, 
right? However, as it has come 
to light, the task was much more 
complicated than it seemed. 
The deer had begun relying 
on humans for food and had 
become habituated to them, so 
relocating it to the wild was no 
longer an option, as explained in 
the same statement. Its friendly 
behaviour towards humans 
showed that it was likely under 
the care or influence of other 
humans in the past. 
Relocating the deer would 
have resulted in its death due 
to its inability to fend for itself, 
because it had been relying on 
humans for so long. In other 
words, it was doomed regardless 
of intervention. 
But is there something 
that Vancouverites could’ve 
done to prevent such a tragedy? 
Ironically, yes. The best course of 
action in this scenario is to take 
no action at all. In a statement 
to the media, Vancouver Park 
Board biologist Nick Page said, 
“Contact with people can cause 
the animal to become dependent 
and aggressive towards humans.” 
This makes it much more difficult 
to find sanctuaries to house these 
animals.
So it seems that the life of the 
most famous deer in the Lower 
Mainland has ended in one of 
the most ironic ways. In a truly 
Shakespearean-esque style, 
Vancouverites have unknowingly 
slain the creature they adore so 
much. By loving this animal and 
trying to save it by feeding it, we 
have ultimately killed it. 
 The story of downtown deer ends in tragedy
Oh deer
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Davie Wong
Columnist
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I was reading the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms the other day, when 
I stumbled across this curious 
little chestnut in Section 2(b): 
“Everyone has the following 
fundamental freedoms: Freedom 
of thought, belief, opinion, and 
expression, including freedom 
of the press and other media of 
communication.” Despite all our 
recent social outrage, nowhere 
in this document could I find 
any reference to a right not to be 
offended.
I’m sick of people putting 
their personal offences up on a 
pedestal. There is a lot of stuff 
I find offensive, mostly because 
I think human intelligence has 
barely risen beyond that of pond 
scum, but I don’t judge others 
by my standards. I don’t start 
petitions to censor stupid people. 
I’d get lots of support for that 
cause, but that doesn’t make it 
the right thing to do.
There’s nothing wrong with 
feeling offended, but my ability to 
care about your offence is directly 
proportionate to the relevance 
of whatever offends you. Case in 
point: renowned astrophysicist 
Dr. Matt Taylor conducted the 
first successful comet landing in 
history, yet all the Twitter hate 
mob could talk about was the 
sexist shirt that he wore to the 
event. So much so, that, 24 hours 
later, the man delivered a tearful 
public apology for committing 
what amounts to a thoughtcrime. 
And it doesn’t end there; 
it gets even more trivial. We’re 
protesting comic book covers for 
vaguely inferred sexual subtext. 
We’re boycotting scantily clad 
Princess Leia action figures. We’re 
throwing hissy fits on Tumblr 
because the hand avatar in Mario 
Maker doesn’t represent people of 
colour. 
One possible explanation for 
this behaviour is that our affluent 
society has little conflict, so we 
have to invent some in order to 
feel like we’re accomplishing 
something. For some reason, 
those accomplishments always 
seem to take the form of either 
censoring someone’s artistic work 
or booing and decrying the artists 
themselves.
Like it or not, we live in the 
most tolerant and progressive 
society in the history of 
civilization. We’re Canadian, 
people! Our national pastimes 
are bottling maple syrup and 
apologizing. It can be argued that 
real unapologetic racists/sexists/
homophobes are rarer than ever. 
They don’t bother hiding their 
prejudices, and calling them 
out on their behaviour doesn’t 
perturb them in the least. There 
will always be people like that, 
and outrage only feeds their 
ignorance.
When I offend you by 
criticizing your ideology, you 
don’t have to associate with me. 
Problem solved. Then you can 
rest assured that my offensive 
opinions wouldn’t keep you up 
at night. But the moment you 
decide that my dissent should be 
banned, you are saying that your 
rights are more important than 
mine. Taking away one person’s 
right to free speech to protect 
yours is censorship, plain and 
simple. That’s not equality. That’s 
privilege.
Imagine a society without 
offensive discourse. Every day 
would be like living an episode 
of Pleasantville: comfortable, but 
never morally challenging. The 
problem with being comfortable 
is that people don’t get off their 
asses until they’re uncomfortable 
about something. That, and it’s 
boring. I say if it offends people, 
make more of it.
Let me be absolutely clear; I 
understand that it’s possible 
to go too far. If I start making 
Helen Keller jokes in front of 
blind people for the sole purpose 
of enraging them, then I’m just 
being crude. But that’s the kicker, 
really. Intent. If I didn’t intend to 
hurt you with my words, if you 
personally weren’t the target of 
my risqué humour, then what 
do you care? Why must we live 
as a nation of whiners, when the 
obvious solution is to just grow 
thicker skin?
 Your offence doesn’t make things offensive
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
Speak no evil
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 Without a clue
 Pornographic website consents to a little foreplay
 Tragedy strikes hospital
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Today, world-renowned English detective 
Sherlock Holmes published a 
controversial tell-all memoir 
entitled Educated Guess. To the 
dismay of fans worldwide, the 
book reveals that Holmes had, 
for decades, been guessing the 
solutions to all his most famous 
cases.
 “My parents always believed 
I was a precocious child,” 
Holmes confessed to reporters at 
his book signing. “I was an early 
reader, and since my brother 
Mycroft was such a brilliant 
boy, they were convinced I too 
would turn out to be some kind 
of genius. I am sorry to have 
disappointed them.” As it turns 
out, Holmes had merely acted 
as though he knew what he was 
talking about, and, after a few 
lucky guesses, people were more 
than willing to accept anything 
he ever said. 
 Although Holmes admits a 
liking for early mystery novels 
like Edgar Allan Poe’s The 
Murders In The Rue Morgue and 
Wilkie Collins’ The Moonstone, 
he claims to have never studied 
the science of deduction, 
let alone pioneered it. “That 
distinction goes to Hercule 
Poirot; Agatha Christie was a 
truly brilliant author.”
 When informed that the 
likelihood of successfully 
guessing his way through 56 
criminal investigations equalled 
roughly 950,000 to 1 against, 
Holmes merely shrugged. “I 
guess you don’t actually need 
to be smart, as long as you’re 
lucky. I never intended for 
things to go so far,” he said, 
lighting up his pipe. “I was 
never a fan of Watson’s literary 
embellishments, but the harder 
I tried to get things wrong, the 
easier the answers came. He 
begged me not to write this 
book, but I just had to come 
clean.”
 Since learning the truth 
behind the “greatest detective 
to ever live,” many private 
investigator agencies and police 
detectives worldwide have 
taken to the simple, yet elegant 
format of literally just guessing 
everything. So far, the results 
are inconclusive as to how that is 
panning out for them. 
 In the closing chapters 
of Educated Guess, Holmes 
revealed that he and Dr. John 
Watson have been romantically 
involved for quite some time. 
Not a single fan of BBC’s 
Sherlock was surprised.
Former wide-eyed idealist Caleb Jones was reported 
last Thursday as finally being 
totally broken by the system. 
The months of excitement 
and genuine passion he had in 
preparing for his first semester 
of college had been destroyed. 
While he spent the summer and 
the beginning of September 
being enthusiastic and eager in 
his upcoming studies, it seems 
a mere three weeks of exposure 
to the system left him broken, 
bitter, and systematically 
opposed to education.
“I’m already a month 
behind on homework three 
weeks into the semester, and 
they’ve placed me on academic 
probation!” Caleb explained. 
Questioned on how this was 
even possible, he replied: “I 
don’t know! Apparently they 
actually expect you to read over 
the material and come to class 
ready to discuss what we had 
learned? What kind of a zoo is 
this? I thought I left all of this 
behind in high school!”
Although stress is quite 
common in September 
(particularly to new students), 
Caleb’s case seems extremely 
out of the ordinary. We 
discussed with his guidance 
counselor the reasons for his 
comically inept academic status 
and disillusionment, breaking 
several confidence and privacy 
laws in the process.
“It seems Caleb spent the 
entire summer preparing for 
college by watching things like 
Animal House, Revenge of the 
Nerds, and that episode of The 
Simpsons where Homer has to 
go back to college,” counsellor 
Cindy Creed explained. “Instead 
of doing productive things 
like attending new student 
orientation and reviewing his 
class schedule, he stocked up on 
togas, beer, and information on 
how to outsmart the dean.” 
Cindy went on to explain 
how the suggestions she gave 
him to improve himself went 
unheeded. “After I suggested 
he get involved in some 
campus groups, he was very 
disappointed to find not a single 
fraternity or sorority among the 
Douglas ranks. Encouraging 
him to be passionate about his 
studies didn’t help, either. It 
turns out he had no idea what 
his class schedule was, and had 
just been attending whichever 
class had the most ‘hot girls’ 
in it each day. He’s certainly 
learning about a lot of different 
subjects, but it definitely 
explains his 0.0 GPA and lack of 
any student records.”
As it turns out, Caleb was 
not even actually registered 
in the system—he neglected 
to submit any tuition or 
registration over the summer, 
instead using the time to 
marathon the Van Wilder 
movies. While he had managed 
to blend in for the first few 
weeks, security was forced to 
remove him on Thursday after 
he set off a bra cannon in the 
concourse while dressed in a 
toga, leading to this interview.
At press time, it was 
reported that Caleb had been 
newly enrolled in a school where 
excessive drinking, bra cannons, 
and general goofing off were 
encouraged, all of which he 
could do while receiving a 
prestigious diploma in four 
years. He looks forward to 
starting his “studies” at UBC.
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
 Sherlock Holmes a fraud?
 College system claims yet another victim
Without a clue
Formerly driven new student now 
far, far behind the curve
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Grand poobah of Internet depravity YouPorn is now 
the proud sugar daddy of their 
very own professional eSports 
team. If you don’t know what an 
eSport is, you’ve probably been 
too busy playing real sports to 
notice the accelerated growth of 
competitive Internet gaming.
YouPorn has added relatively 
unknown North American 
DotA 2 team No Broodmama to 
their newly erected Team YP, a 
branch of YouPorn devoted to 
promoting professional gaming. 
The acquisition came as quite 
the shock, proving that Team YP 
are obviously growers and not 
showers, since many within the 
videogame scene were unaware 
of their existence until YouPorn 
decided to “make it rain on that 
ass,” with all of their dirty, yet 
satisfying money.
When asked, one player 
claimed he was both excited 
and curious about what the 
promotional work could include, 
citing that he was happy that the 
team was finally able to find a 
sponsor with a product he could 
get behind. 
YouPorn Vice President 
Brad Burns released a statement 
saying: “We’re especially excited 
about this partnership, for it’s 
a validation of our vision for 
our future within the eSports 
industry. Formed one year ago, 
Team YP is now looking to 
affirm its presence as one of the 
world’s best eSports gaming 
organizations.” Though, with 
only four official members prior 
to the acquisition that cover only 
two minor competitive gaming 
leagues, Burns’ ejection might be 
a bit premature.
This is the second time 
that Team YP has attempted to 
enter the competitive DotA 2 
scene, having previously picked 
up Spanish team Play 2 Win. 
However, the Latin lovers failed 
to make it past second base, 
losing the majority of their 
competitive matches until the 
team was mostly disbanded. 
The new North American 
Team YP popped their 
competitive cherry on 
September 12 in a best of three 
against ROOT Gaming. Their 
performance was lacklustre, and 
they ended a disappointing 0-2, 
later issuing an apology to their 
adult entertainment sponsor, 
claiming, “It’s not you, it’s us.”
With YouPorn’s “love 
‘em and leave ‘em” history of 
sponsorship, it remains unclear 
if this particular relationship 
will continue if the new Team YP 
doesn’t improve. However, being 
as Team YP failed to acquire any 
real MVPs for their player roster, 
which consists of relatively 
unknown “professional” gamers, 
I guess no one told YouPorn that 
you get what you pay for. 
Apple has come out with yet another addition to their lineup of super smart robots (one day 
they will take over us all, you’ll see). To prepare 
for this, we at the Other Press have come up with 
a list—for your own survival, should it come to 
that—of small details that may just make your 
technological servants hesitate for a second to 
think. 
How many times did Zoe see Frank in 
the subway station in House of Cards?
Summarize Game of Thrones so far.
Who is Hannah’s best friend in Girls?
Am I a Jessa?
What does Jess mean by “Save the Date” 
in New Girl?
Is Max still in Hawaii Five-0?
Why are all of the new heroes in Heroes 
Reborn children?
How many affairs are there in Episodes?
What did people think about the season 
finale of season eight of Doctor Who?
What is Tahiti in Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.?
Show me the episode of Murdoch 
Mysteries that Stephen Harper guest 
starred in.
Does Selina Meyer like her job in Veep?
This exercise in confusing Siri works especially 
well if you add “without spoilers” to the end of 
each question.
 YouPorn sponsors new DotA 2 team
 How to short-circuit your electronics by asking it the smallest details
Pornographic website 
consents to a little foreplay
Questions to ask Siri with 
your new Apple TV
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle
@theotherpress.ca
In recent news, today gigantic celebrity Johnny 
Mclessney revealed the truth 
about a very serious and 
troubling problem affecting 
our children. 
It turns out that real 
science has concluded a direct 
correlation between dental 
fillings and the rabies virus.
“Don’t let your kids get 
fillings!” spoke Mclessney to 
a crowd of thousands. “Your 
kids will get rabies and die if 
they get them!” The speech 
was also broadcasted over 
multiple television and radio 
news stations. 
Within seconds, 
the conversation online 
erupted. Many parents were 
badmouthing dentists, 
demanding to know how 
“they could do such horrible 
things to my precious babies!” 
and many others were 
defending the dentists, saying 
that fillings were a simple, 
necessary, and pragmatic step 
in ensuring you have a healthy 
set of teeth. 
Sides were chosen and the 
line was drawn in the sand, 
with many of the anti-filling 
believers speaking loudly and 
boldly. Rallies were formed, 
and protest petitions were 
signed. Dentists were run out 
of towns, seeking sanctuary in 
pro-filling demographics. 
“It’s a nightmare,” said 
dentist Shaun Leeman. “All I 
ever wanted to do was work on 
people’s teeth, bother people 
about flossing, and make a 
humongous amount of money 
doing it. Isn’t rabies curable 
nowadays anyway? Seriously, 
how could anyone have 
believed this correlation?” 
According to the public 
school system, it does not 
matter how valid the belief is, 
as a “belief ” does not have to 
be validated. 
Many are opposed to this 
belief, as they believe that the 
children without fillings are 
causing harm to the education 
of the pro-filling parents’ 
children. 
“My child comes home 
from school, and he says that 
he couldn’t hear anything!” 
pro-filling mother Jess Burges 
said. “He says that all he can 
hear is the moans of all the 
kids who haven’t seen the 
dentist! Do you know how 
much candy these kids eat? 
They’re in pain!”
Upon hearing that, 
anti-filling protester Shiela 
Cottonsworth gave her side of 
the argument: “I would rather 
my child suffer through the 
absolute turmoil of his teeth 
rotting right into his skull 
than deal with the hassle of 
having a child with rabies. 
Johnny Mclessney said it 
himself. If you aren’t going 
to believe a famous actor, 
then where do you think 
you’re going to get all of your 
scientific facts?” 
Where indeed. 
 Millions believe what actor has to say
Huge celebrity 
explains scientific fact
Chandler Walter
Humour Editor, 
 humour@theotherpress.ca 
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
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Late last Monday, concerned mother Darla 
Lang learned what it was 
like to live in her very own 
horror story. She had brought 
her sickly son Timmy to the 
hospital, as he was showing 
signs of the smallpox virus.
Smallpox, having been 
eradicated in the past, is 
easily curable by today’s 
medicine. However, Lang was 
in for a shock the moment she 
stepped into the Emergency 
Room.
“It was ridiculous!” Lang 
said. “All they did was tell 
him to look as sad and as cute 
as possible, took a picture of 
him, and then they left!” 
Nurses told Lang that 
it was all a part of their 
procedures, but Lang was 
devastated a few hours later, 
when the doctor arrived 
to tell her that there was 
nothing they could do for her 
son. 
“I’m sorry Ms. Lang, 
but Timmy did not receive 
enough Facebook likes to 
warrant our immediate 
attention,” Dr. Neal Harvey 
had told her late that night. 
“You’ll have to gain social 
media support on your own.”
Evidently, no amount 
of tears, money, or shouting 
could sway the doctor’s 
opinion, as he said it was an 
“electronically monitored 
system,” and he might lose 
likes if he went ahead with 
the procedure. 
This new policy in 
hospitals is especially 
troubling, as this year marks 
the 10-year anniversary since 
ominous chain emails were 
found in inboxes everywhere. 
Hospitals are being filled 
to capacity by patients, 
many of whom sport slash 
marks, bites, and lacerations 
from various horror movie 
antagonists. 
“Why didn’t I forward 
that email to 10 of my 
friends!” screamed a victim 
of Bloody Mary while 
nurses wheeled her blood-
covered stretcher over to the 
designated “Facebook Picture 
Taker” booth. 
It is not clear why exactly 
this new policy has taken 
place, though many rich, 
popular, Caucasian families 
seem pleased with the new 
course of action. 
“Oh, it’s just great,” 
said father Scott Crooge, 
“My daughter always gets 
splinters playing in the life-
sized dollhouse we had made 
for her, and last time we had 
to wait a whole 30 minutes 
before receiving attention. 
Now all we have to do is put 
her adorable little face on 
Facebook and bam! Right in 
the doors!” 
The reasons behind 
doctors implementing this 
new policy regarding who 
receives surgery certainly 
is tiptoeing the ethical 
tightrope.
Regardless, Ms. Lang 
would like us to urge you to 
like little Timmy’s Facebook 
page, and get him on his way 
to a healthy life. Or don’t, and 
be a part of this poor, small 
child’s suffering. 
Do you really want to be 
that monster?
 Are you to blame?
Tragedy strikes hospital
Chandler Walter
Humour Editor, 
 humour@theotherpress.ca 
Given our close proximity to the upcoming federal 
election, I thought now would 
be an opportune time to get 
a message across to my fellow 
colleagues (because I care). 
Do not vote in this October’s 
election. Don’t do it. Ever! 
I have some reasons for my 
opinion, of course. They are 
these: 
You and I both only have 
one vote apiece.
The government doesn’t 
actually influence the lives of us 
peasants.
You would be giving up 
roughly 3.15 minutes of spare 
time
As a non-voter, you can still 
bitch about the result of the 
election.
The 2011 federal election 
saw a voter turnout of 61.1 
per cent. Stephen Harper’s 
Conservative party gained an 
influx of 28 seats in the House 
of Commons (166/308) with 
a whopping 39.62 per cent of 
popular vote. Voter turnout in 
those most recently eligible to 
do so, aged 18–24, was 38.8 per 
cent. 
Don’t vote.
It is cool not to.
If you look at the numbers 
side by side, clearly the votes 
of youth could potentially 
win an election on their own. 
Remember premise two: our 
lives are not changed at all by 
government, so why vote? There 
are so many more things you 
could be doing for that 1/96th 
chunk of your day, like watch 
postseason baseball, or have a 
tiny nap. 
Doesn’t that sound more 
appealing than using the one 
chance you get to possibly 
improve your country, and your 
life as a citizen? I mean, it’s just 
four years. That’s only around 
1500 days. We can tough it out. 
You won’t hear me bitching 
and complaining about the 
government at all. 
Some of the major issues 
in this election that will have 
absolutely no effect on our 
daily lives are as follows, and in 
no particular order: abortion, 
animal rights, basic freedoms/
equality, drug and alcohol 
regulation, environmental 
ethics, euthanasia, gun law, 
healthcare, the refugee crisis, 
prostitution, pensions, and 
many others, but, obviously, 
I shouldn’t have to list them, 
because they don’t matter for 
anything. It would be a waste of 
my time.
Exactly like voting would 
be a waste of your time! Except 
for all you hipsters out there, 
who are now obligated to vote 
since non-voting is now the 
cool, trendy thing to do and you 
naturally need to go against 
the grains. For the hipsters, 
and all of you out there who 
believe you do have a voice in 
your ballot, all the power to you 
in the coming election. Let’s 
hope for a better future for us 
as Canadians. We can only do 
so much.
If you are a normal human 
and do not know where you 
stand in the current political 
agenda, visit canada.isidewith.
com or votecompass.ca to take 
a quick quiz, and see where 
you match up with the major 
parties on the major issues. It’s 
just like Tinder, except there’s 
a little less chance of being cat 
fished when matching political 
parties.
 Why naïve inaction is best
Keep the youth indifferent!
Josh Visser
Contributor
by Sarah Walker, Contributor
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6PM Wednesday 9.30.2015
@DSU18 www.dsu18.ca
DouglasStudentsUnion
Open Mic
Night!
ft. Cassidy Waring
& Gina Loes
New West Campus DSU Lounge- SUB
All Ages
Interested in Performing?!?
Contact: events@douglasstudentsunion.ca
light snacks & refreshments will be served
Thursday
Clubs Day! 
October 1st 10AM - 2PM
Find out how to
start your own
club!
Tuesday 
Sept. 29th 10AM - 2PM Get involved!!
Coquitlam Campus - AB Atrium
New Westminster - Concourse
it’s ﬁnally here!!!
